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G  RtAt   BRITAIN. 


My  LORDS, 

IMake  no  Manner  bf  Apology  for  addrefTing  the 
following  Obfervations  to  your  Lord(hips,  be- 
caufc  they  immediately  concern  the  Safety  of 
his  Majefty,  whom  you  have  the  Honour  to  re- 
prelcnf,  and  the  whole  Nation,  in  whofe  Welfare 
you  have  fo  large  an  Intereft.  As  far  as  I  am  capable 
of  judging,  they  are  both  in  the  utmoft  Danger  -,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  only  cxcufable  in  me,  but  my  in- 
difpenfible  Duty,  to  give  your  Lordlhips  a  juft  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  our  Condition.  I  am  not  onlyjuftifiecl 
in  this  Application,  by  the  Natural  Right  of  Self- 
Prefervation,  but  bound  in  Duty  to  make  it.  I  do 
not  approach  your  Lordfhips  only  in  behalf  of  fuch 
an  infignificant  Perfon  as  the  Author  of  this  Pam- 
phlet, but  of  the  King,  and  Kingdom.  I  am  not 
infenfible  of  the  Diftance  between  your  Lordfhips 
and  myfcif,  and  of  thcrcfpedful  Regard  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  you.  But,  My  Lords,  as  I  ought  to 
addrcfs  myfcif  to  Perfons  of  fuch  high  Dignity  with 
Humility  and  Reverence,  fo  when  I  am  fpeaking 
upon  an  Occafion  of  fuch  vaft  Importance,  no  one 
could  think^  me  in  carncft,  if  I  did  not  fpeak  with, 
fome  Emotion.  -It  is  not  that  I  forget  the  Heishth 
oi  yourScation,  or  the  Lowncls  of  my  own,  but  be- 
caufe   I   am   afraid  led   we  Ihould  foon  be  broup-ht 

O 

vjpon  a  Level,  by  being  involvM  in  one  common 


DEDICATION, 

Ruin.  Under  this  dreadful  ApprehenTion,  but  too 
well  grounded,  I  do  moft  earheftly  befeech  your 
Lordfnips  to  examine  particularly  into  the  State  of 
the  IFccllen  Trnde,  and  to  employ  your  Wifdom  in 
finding  out  fome  cffefhial  Method  to  recover  it.  Very 
certain  1  am,  that  unlels  you  do,  his  Majefty  will 
not  long  continue  to  be  our  King,  nor  we  continue  to 
be  a  Free  People.  We  fhall  unavoidably  fall  a  Sa- 
crifice to  the  Ambition  of  France  ;  and  our  Deftruc- 
tion  will  as  necelTarily  be  followed  by  thit  of  Europe. 
I  do  humbly  conceive  that  the  Scheme  which  Mr. 
PFebber  has  ofrer'd  to  the  Publick  will  prove  an  ef- 
fectual one,  and  that  the  Charter  which  his  Majefty 
wa:>  pleated  to  grant  him,  will  be  highly  beneficial 
to  the  Nation.  He  has  clearly  convinced  my  Judg- 
ment, and  I  will  make  as  little  doubt  but  that  he  will 
eafily  convince  your  Lordfhips,  whenever  he  fhall  be 
honoured  with  an  Opportunity  to  explain  himfelf. 
But,  be  that  as  it  will,  this  melancholy  Truth  I  muft 
repeat  to  your  Lordfhips  •,  unlefs  the  Exportation  of 
our  JFool  be  ftopp'd  by  fome  Means  or  another,  the 
Nation  muft  be  ruin'd  ^  and  I  moft  heartily  beg  of 
God  to  dirciSl  your  Counfels  to  the  beft  Mealures  for 
our  Prefervation. 

/  nm. 

My  Lords, 

T'our  Lordjhips, 
Mojl  Refpe^fful, 
Tho^  Unknown, 

Humble  Servant, 
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THE 

CONSEQUENCES 


O  F 


TRADE, 


c. 


T 


iHERE  cannot  be  a  more  fatal  Symptom  attending 
any  Diftemper  than  Infeiifibility.  When  a  Patient  is 
^z^  feeling,  he  is  ufually  paft  cjtre.  —  If  his  Cafe  be 
not  beyond  the  Reach  of  Medicines,  while  he  thinks 

himfelf  in  a  State  of  Health,  it  will  be  difficult  to 

make  him  attend  to  any  Attempts  towards  convincing  him  that  he 
hjtck  i  and  more  difficult  ftill  to  perfuade  him  to  apply  proper  Re- 
medies for  his  Recovery,  while  he  perceives  no  occafion  for  any  at  all. 
Or,  if  the  real  Diftemper  be  miftaken,  or  neglefted,  he  mufl  una-- 
voidably  die,  let  the  Skill  of  the  Phyfician  be  ever  fo  great,  and  his 
Prefcriptions  the  belt  adapted  to  what  he  apprehends  to  be  the  Cafe. 

The  Reader  will  eafily  fee  that,  by  the  Patient,  I  mean  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland;  and  I  moft  heartily  wifh,  the  Condition  be- 
tween Them  and  that  of  a  Sick  Man  were  lefs  Juft.  We  have  been 
in  a  Confiimption  a  conliderable  Time,  and  are  now  reduced  to  a 
State  of  Weaknefs  that  renders  our  Recovery  very  difficult,  tho* 
not  impoflible ;  and  yet,  like  others  in  that  flattering  Diftemper, 
fo  infenfible  of  our  Danger,  that,  inftead  of  being  thankful  for  fo 
friendly  an  Office,  we  are  angry  with  thofe  who  warn  us  of  it,  or 
offer  to  prefcribe  to  Us — As  is  ufual  in  Confumptive  Cafes,  tho'  our 
Want  of  Strength  and  Spirits  makes  us  peeviffi  and  fretful,  we  are 
quite  ignorant  of  the  true  Caufe  of  it,  and  unmindful  of  the  proper 
Method  oi  Cure.  There  is  a  Perfon,  fe*  mingly  raib'd  up  by  Pro^ 
yidefice,  who  has  laid  before  us  the  truer  State  of  our  Cafe,  and  what 
is  necelTary  to  be  done,  but  his  Remonjirances  and  his  Prejcriptiont 
have  not  only  been  flighted,  but  our  Bencfa(^or  has  been  upbraided 
with  Lunacy,  and  Diflrailmt. 

The 
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The  Dijlemper  of  which  we  are  fo  fick,  Is  the  Decay  of  our 
Waollcn  Trade  ;  -and  the  Caufe  of  our  Diftemper  is,  the  Exportation 
of  our  unmaniifaclurd  Wnol  to  Foreigners,  For  above  twenty  Years 
we  have  been  gradually,  but  not  hy  Jlonu  Degrees,  walling  in  our 
Riches  and  Strjngth  ;  the  Rejits  of  Houfes  in  Cities  and  Towns  have 
been  finking,  or  becoming  uninhabited  ;  the  Rents  of  Gentlemen'' i 
Ejlates  have  been  falling,  and  ill  paid,  or  thrown  upon  the  Land- 
lord's Hands ;  ^loney,  in  general  Commerce,  has  been  growing 
'  jthore  and  rnore  fcarce  ;  for  Want  of  Employment  the  Number  of 
'^oor  has  been  increafing,  while  our  Capacity ^o  maintain  tJiem  has 
been  growing  lefs  ;  lar^e,  and  once  the  molt  flourifhing  Towns, 
are  almoil  ruined  by  the  Decay  of  their  Manufacture,  and  thofe 
few  who  have  lomething  left,  made  almoft  B  ggars  by  the  Weight 
of  Parifh- Rates  ;  the  French,  our  natural  and  irreconci' cable  Ene- 
mies, have  been  all  this  while  gaining  the  Rich  s  which  we  have 
loit,  and  daily  growing  Itronger,  in  proportion  as  we  have  been 
growing  weaker  ;  and  all  this  through  our  own  ftupid  Folly,  in  not 
keeping  our  Ifoo/  at  home. — This  is  our  deplorable  Condition^ 
exceeding  bad  in  itfelf,  but  the  more  dangerous,  becauie  few  have 
a  jult  Apprehenfion  of  it,  fome  fit  Itill  in  Defpair,  others  are  too  in- 
dolent to  feek  Information,  and  many  too  conceited  to  accept  of 
it.  There  is  another  Set  of  People  (tho'  nothing  but  known  Fafts 
would  make  fo  monftrous  a  Truth  credible)  who  feem  to  be  in 
Pain  for  fear  their  Cmintry  and  their  Families  fhould  not  be  ruin'd, 
and  ule  a  deal  of  unnatural  Indultry  to  hinder  the  Nation  from 
feeing  its  Danger,  or  taking  proper  Meafures  to  prevent  its  De- 
ftruftion.  But  are  Poi/^rO",  Slavery,  and  Popif:>  Perfecution,  fo 
dreadful  to  our  Forefathers,  become  Trifles  not  worth  regarding  by 
us  ?  Are  Freedom,  Plenty,  and  our  Religion,  fo  highly  eileem'd  by 
all  the  reft  of  Mankind,  grown  too  inconfiderable  to  deferve  our 
Care  and  Concern  ?  And  if  they  be  Things  of  fuch  vaft  Impor- 
tance to  our  Happinefs,  as  have  hitherto  been  elteem'd,  does 
it  not  become  us  carefully  to  attend  to  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Nation,  to  examine  whether  it  be  in  fo  bad  a  Condition  as  I  have 
repiefented  it,  and,  if  it  be,  to  exert  ourfelves  with  the  utmoil 
Vigour  for  our  Prefervation  r  I  only  defire  my  Fellovj  Citizensi 
and  Fcllo^'j  Coantrfmen  to  aft  like  rational  Creatures  ;  to  think 
tmd  judge  for  them felves.  All  that  I  propofe  is,  to /^f^  them,  if 
they  will  read  over  a  few  Pfiges,  to  form  a  right  Judgment  of  their 
Cafe,  that  they  may  be  awaken'd  out  of  their  Lethargy,  and  anl- 
jnat  d  to  take  fpeedy  Meafures  for  their  Recovery.  And  for  this 
Purpofe  I  earneitly  defire  them  to  confider  the  following  Particu- 
lars. 

1.  The  Confequences  of  Trade,  as  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of 
any  Nation. 

2.  The  Confequences  of  the  Woollen  Trade  in  particular  ;  the  great 
Superiority  of  it  over  all  other  Branches  ofTrade. 

3.  '['he  prefent  State  of  it  in  England  z.x\6.  France;  the  vaft  Lofs 
which  we  fuitain  yearly  by  its  great  Decay  among  us,  And  the  ini- 
menfc  Gains  of  the  French  by  their  Improvement  of  it. 


V    I,  '. 
4.  The  Danger  vv?  are  in  of  becoming  a  Province  xo  France,  un- 
kfs  we  immediately  take  care  to  recover  our  Woollen  Trade,  by  pre- 
venting the  Exportation  oi  unmanufailurcd  Wool  to  Foreigners. 

And  when  thefe  Particulars  are  fully  examined  and  weigh'd,  the 
Reader  will  be  a'lonifhed  to  hear  what  Steps  have  been  taken, 
by  a  moll  i  ngenious  and  honeft  Projeftor,  to  fave  us  from  Ruin,  and 
what  little  Regard  has  been  paid  to  his  generous  EndcUvours. 

T,  The  firlt  Particular  to  be  confider'd  is,  the  Confequ(.nces  of 
^rade,  in  refpeft  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  any  Nation.  And 
upon  this  Head  any  one  may  have  reafonable  Satisfadion,  either  . 
from  FaSls,  or  Arguments ;  from  the  known  Hl/iory  of  Nations,  or 
from  the  Nature  and  Rea/on  of  the  Thing.  From  the  former 
we  learn  that  thus  it  has  been  in  all  Countries ;  and  from  thcjatter 
we  can  prove  that  thus  it  muft  always  be. 

U  we  examine  the  Hiftory  of  all  the  Nations  in  the  World,  we 
fhall   find  thofe  to  have  been  the  richeft  ( excepting  fuch  as  had 
Mines  of  Gold  at  Home )  who  extended  their  Irade  and  Conrmerce 
the  fartheft.      The  Compafs  of  my  Defign  will,  not  permit   me  to 
draw  up  a  Hiftory   of   this  Matter  at  large,    but  I  muft  content 
myfelf  with  fome  particular,    flagrant  Inftances. —  No  Alan,  who 
has  ever  read  his  Bible,     or  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jenvs,    can   be 
ignorant    of   the     immenfe    Treafures    Xing    Dauid  and     King 
Solomon  brought  Home  from  Foreign  Countries  by  the  Improve- 
ment of  Commerce.      The  Plenty   of  Gold  and  Silver  under  the 
Reigns  of  thofe  two  Kings,    efpecially   the  latter,    would  be  al- 
moft  incredible,    did  we  not  know  the   Hiftorians,    who    grve   the 
Account,  to  be  infallible.     Next  to  Vjem,    ancient  Hiftory  affords 
nothing  beyond  the  Tyrians,  and  their  Defcendants,    the  Carthu' 
genians,  who  enrich'd  themlelves  in  the  fame  Manner  to  an  extraor- 
dinary  Degree.       But  the  EfFefts  of  Trade  and  Commerce  are  evi- 
dent enough   from  the  known  State   of  Europe.      Wherever  they 
have  flourilh'd  m'  ft,  thofe  Nations  have  been  the  wealthieft.  What 
is  the  Caufe  of  the  great  Want  of  il/o;.'(v  almoft  all  over  Gertnany, 
but  their  Wantof  7/Wt?  and  Commerce';*    How  came  the  States  of 
Holland,    a  Country  very  fmall  in  Extent,     to  have  fo  many  large 
and  populous  Cities,  and  to  be  able   to  bear   fuch  a  vaft  Load  of 
Taxes  ?     Could  the  Culture  of  their  Land  employ  fo  many  Hands 
in  their  Toivns,  or  the  Produfts  of  it  raife  fo  much  Money!*  How 
came  France  to  be  fo  poor,    before  the  Improvement  of  their  Trade, 
and  fo  ric/j  now^    notwithftanding  the  vaft  Expences  that  they  havi: 
been  at  in  the  Affair  of  Poland  and  Italy,    in  maintaining  an  Jrmv 
of  near  200,000  Men,    in  the  continual  Repair  and  Improvement 
of  vail  Fortifications,    and  eredling  new  Ports  ;  how,   I  fay,  came 
this,  once  beggarly  People,    while  they  have  been  fupporting  fuch 
Charges  to  be  in  Condition  to  lend  Aloney  to  the  ncceffitous   Em- 
peror, to  afllft  Spain,  and  to  put  fuch   large  Sums   into  our  Funds. 
ii  Earth  would  do  fuch  great  Thingy,    they  had   as   much   Land 
BEFORE,  as  they   have  had  yiw^  the  Growth  of  then  Alanufatflu- 
ries.      Their  Trade  has  done  all ;     That  Trade  which  they  have 
got  from  K/,  or,  rather,  which  we  have  given  them.     Flanders 

[fee 
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[Cce  their  former  opulent,  and  their  prefcnt  ruinous  State  largely  fet 
torth  in  a  Pamphlet,  lately  publifli'd  by  Mr.  London  of  Tiverton, 
intitled,  Some  Confiderations  on  the  Importance  of  the  Woollen  Ma- 
TufaSiuries]  is  a  notorious  Proof  that  Trade  may  become  an  almoft 
inexhauliibJe  Source  of  Wealth  to  a  Nation  By  this,  fays 
Mr.  London,  "  were  founded  thofe  numerous,  large,  regular,  ard 
"  well  built  Cities  wherewith  it  abounds,  full  of  magnificent 
•'  Chujghes,  adorned  after  their  Manner  with  exquifite  Paintings, 
**  and  rich  Ornaments  of  ineftimable  Value;  of  great  and  ftately 
**  Monalteries  and  Convents  fo  richly  endowed,  that  fome  of  their 
**  Revenues  equal  that  of  Princes;  of  fuperb  Town-Halls,  and 
*'  Magazines  for  the  Accommodation  and  well  Management  of 
*'  their  Manufadturies ;  of  Canals  of  vaft  Breadth  and  Length,  for 
*'  the  Conveyance  of  Goods  from  one  Town  to  another,  with  Locks, 
**  fo  as  to  raife  VefTels,  lometimes,  30  and  40  Feet  perpendicular, 
*'  the  yvhole  dug  ou:  and  eredled  atfuch  avail  Expence  that  it 
*♦  almoft  exceeds  Belief"  But  when  they  loft  their  Trade,  their 
Cities  became  almoft  uninhabited,  and  the  Grafs  grew  in  their 
Exclianges.  But  if  we  had  not  fo  much  Evidence  from  Jbroad^ 
of  the  great  Riches  arifing  from  Trade,  the  Hiftory  of  our  own 
Country  might  convince  us.  Let  any  one  go  back  only  as  far  as 
the  Times  before  Henry  the  Vllth  firft  began  our  Woollen  Manu- 
fa5iuriei,  arjd  compare  the  Qnaneity  of  Specie  in  the  Nation  and 
the  Price  of  Labour,  with  the  Times  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Anne,  when  our  Trade  was  in  its  higi.f'l  Profperity  :  Let  him 
then  goon,  ^frcm  the  firft  Declen/ion  of  our  Trade,  to  cbferve  how 
^loney  gradually  grew  again  lefs  plentiful,  and  Labour  cheaper, 
as  that  gradually  declin'd  ;  and  he  will  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
grand  Source  of  Riches  to  any  Nation.  I  fhall  only  obferve  far- 
ther upon  this  Head,  how  Trade  raifes  the  Value  of  Land,  and  im  ■ 
proves  Gentlemens  Eftatcs  ;  for,  the  Number  of  People  that  are 
employ'd  and  maintained  by  it,  occafions  the  Land  to  be  more  im- 
prov'd,  in  order  to  fupply  thole  People  with  Provifions,  fupports 
the  Farmer  by  confuming  theProdufts  of  it,  and  occafions  a  Cir- 
culation of  Commerce  in  every  Branch  of  it,  beyond  what  can 
poffibly  be  where  there  are  fewer  People,  or  the  People  have  lefs 
Aloney  to  lay  out.  For  which  Reafons,  thofe  Parts  of  the  Coun- 
try where  our  Trade  has  flourifli'd  moft,  have  been, .  in  fact,  greatly 
the  beft  cultivated. 

That  Trade  is  the  Source  ol  Riches,  is  a  Truth  which  appears 
from  Fa£ls,  but  we  may  fhew  from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  that 
itmuft  be  fo.  If  a  Nation  has  no  Mines  of  its  own  Growth,  how 
can  the  People  grow  the  richer  by  Dealing  with  one  another.  They 
may  by  Jnduftry  improve  the  Prodads  of  their  Country,  and  they 
may  exchange  one  thing  for  an  other,  but  all  this  Commerce  can 
produce  no  Mo-;ey.,  When  anv  of  our  Prod ufts  are  exported  to 
Foreigners  for  Ivlaney,  this  bring?  into  the  Nation  fo  much  ad-veii- 
iitious  Richei.  ■  It  thofe  Product;?,  :  before  Exportation,  he  jnanu- 
foilurtd,  then  the  Labour  in  manufafturing  is  add£4  to  their  na- 
.  ^ural  Value  ;    and  the  more  the  Labour,  the  greater  Wealth  fuch 

viann- 


pianufaiiurd  Goods  britig  into  a  Nation,  becaufe  Foreigners  pajr 
for  all  that  Labour.  This  Obfervation  fhews  what  a  vaft  Decri- 
ment  it  is  to  the  Nation  to  iufFer  Leather  to  be  exported,  becau.e, 
by  preventing  it,  we  Ihould  iend  Abroad  the  greater  Quantity  of 
Shoes,  and  by  that  Means  gain  fo  much  Money  as  the  Wages  of 
the  Workmen,  and  the  Profits  of  the  Majhrs,  and  Mercha?2ts  out 
of  each  Pair,  amounts  to.  Or  if  we  import  the  Products  of  ano- 
ther Country,  and  export  them  again  manufaclur'ft,  the  Labour 
oi mauufaduring  is  fo  much  Wealth  brought  into  the  Nation,  de- 
ducing only  the  original  Price  ot  the  Materials  before  they  were 
manufaftur'd.  —  As  this  fhews  the  true  Riches  of  a  Nation,  fo 
it  fhews,  likewife,  what  Sort  of  Trade  or  Commerce  it  is  that  caa 
produce  them.  If  we  trafftck  without  bringing  in  Specie,  we  cannot 
grow  richer  by  it ;  and  our  Riches  can  be  only  in  proportion  to  the 
^antilyoi  Specie  which  it  brings  in  j  fo  that  if  the  Value  of  our  Ex- 
forts  Vive  lefs,  upon  the  whole,  than  the  Value  of  oar  J ^nports,  the  JBa- 
/flffr^  of  Trade  being  againll  us,  we  mull  i-e  beggar'd  by  Trading. 
That  the  Riches  of  a  Nation  are  the  Stre?igth  of  it  is  as  clear  a  Point, 
as  that  Trade  is  the  Source  of  Riches  ;  and  all  Nations  have  been  more, 
or  lefs  powerful,  in  proportion  to  the  Df^;-^^  of  their  Wealth.  As  the 
Ifraelites  never  were  forich,  as  in  the  Times  of  i)/?-!//^  and  Solomon,  fo 
they  ne  v  twere  at  any  other  Time  fo  powerful,  or  in  fuch  Eftcem 
amongft  other  Nations.  Dr.  Prideaux  has  obferv'd  that  the  weal- 
thy City  of  Tyre,  when  Alexander  was  making  Conqueits  of  Na- 
tions, with  as  much  Expedition  as  fome  would  have  travell'd  ever 
them,  met  with  more  Oppofition  from  that  fingle  Place  than  from 
the  ivhole  Perjian  Empire.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Carthnge- 
nians,  merely  by  the  Force  of  their  Riches  acquir'd  by  Trade, 
were  able  to  fubdue  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  World,  at  lalt  dif- 
puted,  for  a  long  Time,  the  Empire  of  it  with  the  moll  potent 
people,  the  Romans,  and  had  undoubtedly  conquer 'd  them,  if 
the  Envy  of  Hannibars  Glory  had  not  rais'd  up  at  home  Faft'ons 
that  defignedly  obltrufted  the  Progrefs  of  his  Arms.  Next  to  Car- 
thage, 1  believe,  Holland  is  the  moll  flagrant  Inllance  of  the  Power 
of  Wealth,  rais'd  by  Merchandize.  They  have  been  a  Nation  but 
a  little  while,  and  yet  what  a  Number  of  fine  Colonies  have  they  got- 
ten by  Force  of  Arms  ?  What  an  extraordinary  Stand  did  they  make 
againll  f/a«r^,  under  the  ComrmnA  of  the.  Prince  of  Orange,  '<ihst- 
yN&rds  Q\xx.Kir.g?  Nay,  they  have  been  able  to  engage  with  the 
whole  Naval  Yorcc  oi  Great  Britain.  What  was  Great  Britain, 
before  fhe  was  enricod  by  Trade  ?  Her  Na'vj,  now  fo  powerful, 
was  then  no  better  than  fome  Fijhing- Boats,  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
U'e  lay  open  to  be  in\'aded  by  every  Nation,  the  Romans,  Saxons, 
Danes,  and  even  Normans,  that  imall  Part  of  France  having  been 
our  Conquerors.  As  our  Trade  encreafed,  from  the  Time  of  Hcfuy 
the  Vlltti,  we  grew  richer  and  more  powerful  ;  'till  we  were  able 
to  fupport  fo  great  an  Expence,  and  make  fo  glorious  a  Figure 
at  the  Head  of  the  confederated  Force-i,  againlt  that  ambitious 
Nation  to  whom  we  are  now 'voluntarily  giving  np  our  Trade  and 
Strength ;  as  if  Poijerty,     Slavery,    and  Shamcy    were  preferable  to 
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Plenty,  Freedom,  and  Glory  ;  as  if  it  were  better  to  become  a  Pro- 
i7«f^  to  the  Gr  AN  J)  Monarch,  than  hold  the  Balance  of  Power 
in  Europe.  Neirher  is  it  at  all  furprizing  that  a  Nation,  inrich^d 
hy  Trade,  ^\ov\6ht{o po-xverful.  For,  wherein  confills  the  Strength 
of  a  Nation,  but  in  the  Number  of  its  People,  and  its  Ability  to 
maincsin  Fleets  a  ad  Armies?  Now,  wherever  there  is  a  Flow  of 
Trad:.-,  there  will  always  be  a  Relbrt  of  People  for  Employraent 
and  Maintenance  ;  and  the  Taxes  necelfary  for  the  Exigencies  of 
Governmeni,  for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  Lift,  for  the  Hire  (if 
Occafion  be}  of  vwrceuary  Soldiers,  and  for  maintaining  Armies 
either  by  Land  or  by  Sea,  can  be  better  born  by  a  larger,  than 
by  a  fmaller  Number  of  People,  and  better  by  a  People  in  a  State 
of  Wealth,  than  in'  a  State  of  Po'uerty.  Befides  that,  n.ve  fhould 
hav.'  no  Occafion  for  fuch  Taxes,  even  in  a  Time  of  War,  to  be 
laid  upon  ourfei-ves,  becaufe  we  might  oblige  Foreigners  to  pay 
them  all.  There  is  a  Perfon  hath  undertaken  to  Ihew  them  how 
eafily  this  may  bi  done,  and  yet  nothing  of  this  kind  has  been 
attempted,  tho'  I  cannot  learn  that  the  Gentleman's /-^/'fc-r//)-,  or 
Ability,  is  in  the  leaft  fufpeded  by  thofe  to  whom  he  has  aply'd. 
It  is  ob'.'crvcd  by  Travellers  that  we  are  in  great  Contempt  Abroad, 
particularly  in  France  ;  and,  1  think,  we  have  more  Reafon^  ta 
copy  after  the  French  in  this,  than  in  any  other  of  their  Fafliions, 
bscaufe  they  have  abundant  Reafon  to  defpife  us,  and  we  have  as 
much  Reafon  to  defpile  ourfehes.  For,  what  can  be  a  more  def- 
picable  Conduft,  than  to  load  our/elves  with  fuch  heavy  Burthens, 
which  VJT.  might  make  others  bear  for  us ;  to  become  injlgnificant 
Be^oars,  when  we  might  he  rich  av\Ct  formidable !  When  the  Per- 
fon, abfivcmfncioned,  propofed  the  taking  off  fome  of  our  Taxes, 
by  his  Scheme,  he  was  anfvver'd,  what  would  his  Majefy  get  by 
that?  To  which  he  reply'd,  (as  he  told  me  himfelf)  1  thought  his 
Majefy  nv.'js  ahvays  a  Gainer  tvhen  his  SubjeiJs  ivere  eas'd.  It  was 
an  lioncft  and  a  fenfible  Anfwer.  For,  the  Riches  of  a  Nation 
arc  the  Stieiigth  of  the  Cronjjn  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  but  Poverty  in 
the  People  muft  weaken  the  Prince.  For,  how  (hould  a  Pack  of 
Bc'gars  fapport  the  Expeuce  of  the  Cron.vn  P  And  if  Men  could 
be  maint:tin'd  without  Money,  how  is  ic  poflible  that  an  Ar/ny, 
difpirited  by  their  Condition,  Ihould  light  with  as  much  Courage, 
as  if  tneir  Spirits  were  invigorated  by  Plenty  and  Freedom?  Who- 
ever advmces,  or  purfues  any  other  Tl/rt.v/w,  he  mull  be  ignorant 
beyond  Conception,  or  an  Enemy  to  his  Country  and  to  his  King 
beyond  Example.  No  Man  can  be  a  Friend  io  either,  who  is  not  a 
Friend  to  Trade.  But  if  Trade  will  thus  inrichy  and  frengthen 
any  Nation,   let  us 

Secondly,  Confider  the  Confequences  arifing  from  the  Woollen 
Trade,  v/hich  are  greatly  more  beneficial  than  any  other,  I  may 
fnv,  than  all  our  other  Branches  of  Trade  together.  We  are  very 
ape  to  value  ourfelve:.,  in  Preference  to  other  Nations,  upon  the 
S:ren<':h  cf  ovir  Undtr funding  and  Judgment,  and,  I  fliould  think, 
we  cannot  give  a  better  Jnitance  of  our  Good  Senfe,  than  by  judging 
riohily  of  oar  Nacipnal  intereil,  aiid  piirfuing  it  by  the  beil  Means. 

Now, 


Now,  I  mufl:  be  fo  free  with  my  Countrymen,  as  to  declare,  that 
in  my  Opinion,  no  l\:ition  in  tliC  World  enjoys  fo  m.iny  natural 
Advantages,  as  God's  kind  Providence  has  blcfs'd  us  with  ;  and  no 
Nation  is  fo  infenfible  of  their  true  Inierelt.  Our  Situation,  as  an 
IJland,  is  a  great  Security  to  us  from  foricgn  Violence.  Our  Soil 
produces  more  of  the  Nccejaries  of  Lifj  (iuch  as  Beef,  Salmon^ 
Tallowy  Leather,  Tin,  Sec  )  than  any  other  Country  in  the 
World,  and  which  other  Nations  will  have  at  alinofl:  any  Price 
that  we  fhall  think  fit  to  fet  upon  them  ;  though  it  is  not 
by  a  Tax  upon  any  of  thofe  Things  that  ?4r.  Webber  propofes  to 
bring  in  fo  many  Millions  from  Foreigners.  And  as  this  Nation  au/// 
purchafe  of  other  Nations  the  Con-venicnces  and  the  Luxuries  .of 
Life,  it  is  right  Policy  to  fufFer  them  to  be  brought  in  as  cheap  as 
poffible,  inftead  of  loading  them  with  heavy  Duti^,  which  impo- 
verifti  and  weaken,  not  only  the  Subjeel,  but  the  King  in  ejm. 
If  our  Trade  were  thus  condudled,  oar  Imports,  upon  the  whole, 
tho'  they  carried  Money  out  of  the  Nation,  would  not  be  of  much 
Prejudice,  becaufe,  we  could  export  many  of  thofe  Goods  again,  bring 
back  profitable  Returns,  and  makeourfelves  the  Carriers  of  Europe. 
And,  farther,  by  thus  enlarging  our  Commerce,  we  encreafe  our 
Shipping,  and  provide  a  conftant  Supply  for  our  Navy.  '  I'is  true. 
Taxes  muji  be  rais'd  for  the  Support  of  the  G  Dvernment,  but  if  we 
can,  as  undoubtedly  we  might,  make  Foreigners  piy  them,  wc  fwe 
fo  much  Money  to  the  Nation,  add  fo  much  to  our  oi.vn  Strength, 
and  take  as  much  from  them. 

Our  IFooKov  Clothing  is,  to  all  the  World,  as  much  a  Necejfary 
of  Life  as  any  thing  elfe,  and  more  peculiarly  the  GrovvLh  of  our 
own  Country,  than  any  thing,  becaufe  the  miJIing  Sort  of  Cloths, 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  5a/4  of  Mankind,  cannot  be  made  without  it, 
(nor  any  Sorts  manufatlur'd  to  any  PerfeSlion)  and,  therefore,  if 
we  be  wife  enough  to  manufafture  our  own  Wool  at  Home,  v.s 
mull:  have  the  ferving  all  the  World  with  this  kind  of  Wooiien 
Goods. 

How  much  more  profitable  this  Branch  of  Tride  wou'd  be  thaa 

any  other,    is  worth  enquiring,    and  enfily  prov'd. I  defire  the 

Reader  to  remember  that  it  was  the  Woollen  Trade  that  for- 
merly enrich'd  Flanders,  and  now  enriches  Fre>:ch  Flanders  and 
France  to  fo  great  a  Degree  ;  that  it  was  the  Woollen  Trade  that 
enabled  Us  to  fupport  fuch  a  long  War  in  King  'rillia!n  and 
Queen  Anne''i.  Reign,  and  at  the  End  of  it  to  be  richer  ta<in  when 
we  began  it ;  and  that  the  Reafon  why  the  Woollen  Trade  was, 
during  that  Time,  in  fo  flourifhlng  a  Condition,  was,  becaufe 
France  could  not  then  have  any  of  our  unmanuf.iSlur''d  Wool. 

But  let  us  enquire  into  the  Nature  of  the  Woollen  Manufaiflu- 
ries,  and  we  fliall  eafily  perceive  how  the  Advantages  of  thcni 
•came  to  be  fo  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  Brar.ch  of  Buiir.efs,, 
— ^The  Riches  of  a  Nation  arife  oat  of  the  Lahour  of  the  People 
.exported  to  foreign  Markets.  If  our  People  can  be  empioy'd,  and 
we  can  find  Cuftom  abroad  for  the  Goods  manufaclur'J  by  tbem, 
.then  the  more  populous  wc  are,    the  richer  we  are  ;    bu:  a  Number 
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of  People  unemplofd  are  a  Burden,    as  this  Nation  feels  very  fen- 
fibly  at  prelent.     Bat,    if  our  Wool  were  kept  and  manufaftur'd  at- 
Homi,    all  our  People  might   be  employM  in  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fadluries,    and  their  Wages  paid  by  Foreigners  in  the  Purchafe  of 
the  Goods.      I  fhall  give  the  Reader  a  fmall  Specimen  of  the  Num^ 
her  of  Hands  employed   in  manufadliiring  our  Wool,    which,    by 
Multiplication,    would  (hew  him  how  many  the  whole  Growth  of 
our  Country  would  employ.      For  Inilance,    Three  Packs  of  Wool, 
weighing  720  lb.  manufadlurM  into  Broad-Cloths,  Camblets,   Ser- 
jes,    Hofe,  ijfc.  on  a  moderate  Computation,    one  Sort  with  ano- 
ther, employ  450  Perfons,  (I  might  fay  a  great  many  more,  almoll 
600,  but  i  am  willing  in  all  my  Calculations  to  keep  within  Bounds) 
fuch  as  Combers,  Scriblers,  Stock  Carders,   Spinners,   Wea-vers,   Ful- 
lers,  Burlers,    Dyers,   Drejfers,    and  Prejfers,    who,   upon  an  Ave- 
yftge,    will  earn,  each  Perlon,   5  j.  a  Week  ;  the  whole  amounting 
to   112/.    10  J.     Now   \.\\t  Grovjxh  o^  Great  Britain   tind  Ireland^s 
Wool  being  above  a  Mi/lion  of  Packs,     (as  will  be  prov'd:)      If  3 
Packs   will  employ  450  Hands,    and  /^^z>  Labour  produces   112/. 
m  .'.    a  Week,  any  one  that  underftands  Figures  may  foon  fee  how 
many  a  ilfiZ/w^  of  Packs  will  employ,  and  how  much  they  will  earn 
in  a  IVeek,  a  Month,  or  a  Tear. 

I  appeal,  now,  to  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Jtlkcn  BnCmeis,  (which 
I  apprehend  to  come  neareft  to  the  Woollen  Trade,  for  the  Number 
of  Hands  concern'd  in  manufafturing  it)  whether  that  can  employ 
fo  many,  Belides,  5///^  not  being  of  our  own  Growth,  fuch  a  Quan- 
tity of  it  as  is  neceflary  to  employ  an  equal  Number  of  Hands, 
would  carry  more  Money  out  of  the  Nation  in  the  Importation  of 
it,  than  the  Wool  which  we  fell  to  Foreigners  will  bring  into  it : 
So  that  the  Difference  of  the  Price  of  the  Materials  would  be  fo  much 
Lofs  to  Us.  I  mean,  that  the  ranjj  Silk,  for  employing  100 
Hands,  fuppofe,  would  coft  us  more,  than  fo  much  unmanufaSiurd 
Wool  \NO\Ji\d  fetch  from  Foreigners. — From  this  State  of  the  Cafe 
jt  appears  that  we  had  better  employ  all  the  Hands  that  we  can 
Ipare,  in  the  Woollen  ManufaSiuries,  and  purchafe  Silken  Goods 
manufaBur'd,  than  manu'afiure  them  ourfel'ves,  for  as  much  as  the 
labour  of  the  Hands  employ'd  in  manufaftu ring  ?foc/,  would  be 
more  than  we  fhould  give  Foreigners  for  their  Labour  in  manu- 
fadluring  Silk.  Befides  the  Silken  Goods,  that  we  make  at  Home, 
are  almoil  for  our  oiun  Confumption,  confequcntly,  but  few  of  them 
being  exported,  except  to  our  Plantations,  but  little  Profit  can  arife  to 
as  from  the  Labour  employ'd  in  them. 

To  fhew  this  Matter  in  another  Light. — The  highcfl  Price 
that  Wool  bears  at  ppefent  is,  5  /.  a  Pack,  weighing  240  lb.  The 
Prnduft,  therefore,  of  20  Packs,  exported  to  France  unnianufa^ur'dy 
will  b^,  no  more  than  loo  /.  But  20  Packs,  in  King  William 
and  ^een  Anne\  Reigns,  when  we  manufaftur'd  it  ourfelves,  fold 
for  12  to  16  /.  a  Pack.  Taking  it  at  the  loweit,  at  12/.  a  Pack, 
wh'ch  Price  Wool  would  again  yeild  the  Sheep-Mafter,  in  three 
or  four  Years  Time,  (if  the  Exportation  of  it  were  ftoppVl )  the  20 
Packs  v/hich    now  fell  for  no  more  than     100/,  would  fell  for 
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240/.  which  makes  140/.  difference  to  the  Sheep-Ma/ler  only. — 
The  Labour  in  manufaauring  thefe  20  Paci^s,  at  3  j.  4^.  each  Pound 
of  Wool,  upon  an  Average  (the'  it  really  comes  to  5  j.)  amounts 
to  720/.  fb  that  the  whole  Lofs  to  the  Nation  is  860/.  in  every 
20  Packs  that  are  exported  un7nanufaSiur  d. 

But  this  is  not  all.      The  100  /.  which  the  French  give  for  thefe 

20  Packs  of  Wool  is  not  paid  in  Specie,  but  in  Silks,  Brandy,  &c. 

run  into   the  Nation  Dutyfree.     Now,  if  nve  lofe,  and   give  the 

French,  in  every    20  Packs  of  Wool  exported   to   them    unmanu- 

faaur'd,     860  /.  what  mull  be  the  Coniequence  of  giving  them  fo 

many    100,000  Packs  as  we  give  them  yearly  ?  And  what  a  great 

Lofs  is  this  to  the  Government .    in  the  Duties  upon  the  Goods  that 

would  be   imported  in   Return  for  fome  of  our  Woollen  Manufa8ures. 

To  inftancc  only  in  the  Lenjant  Trade  to  Turkey  and  Italy.      (Now 

almofl;  loft  to  a/,    and   in  the  Hands  of  the  French.)      We  ufed  to 

bring  from  them,  in  Return  for  Woollen  Goods,  raw  Silks,  Cotton,  &cc. 

all  regularly   paying    Duty   to   the   Government.       Thefe  Goods 

would  employ  and  maintain  many  of  our  Poor  in  manufafturing 

them.     And  are  not  fuch /w/ior/j,  as  thefe,  manufaflur'd  afterwards 

by  ourfelves,    and  applied  to  the  real  Ufes  of  Life,    preferable  to 

French  Brandy,    which  we  can  do   full   as  well  without  ?  Befides 

that,    by   thefe   Means   we  enlarge   our   Commerce,    employ   our 

Shipping,  and  breed  Sailors  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe 

Fafts  and  Confequences    are    undeniable.     But  the  Profits   arifing 

from   the  Woollen  ManufaBuries   will     be   farther  fet  forth    under 

the  next  Head  of  Enquiry,  from   a  Calculation  of  Mr.   London's. 

Let  us  therefore  attend  to  the   Condition  of  thefe  Woollen  Manufac- 

furies,     HERE   and  in  France;    with  the  great  Lofs  that   njue   fuf- 

tain,  and  the  immenfe  Profits  which  the  French  gain  thereby. —  The 

great  Decay  of  themi'^rf  may  be  prov'd  many  Ways. 

1 .  As  Mr.  Webber,  in  his  five  Letters  concerning  the  Importance  of 
the  Wooller  7rade,  has  obferv'd,  there  can  be  no  more  Wool  ma^ 
»tt/«/7«rV  than  what  is  comfd,  fcribbled,  and  carded;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  there  is  not  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Number  of 
Combers,  Scribblers,  a.nd  Carders,  that  ufed  to  be ;  from  whence  it 
is  plain  that  there  is  not  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Quantity  of  Woollen 
Goods  noav  made,  that  were  made  formerly. 

2.  Fiom  the  Exports.  Mr.  Z-owa^o/?  com putee  that  all  our  Wool 
and  Labour,  that  is  confumed  at  home,  and  fent  abroad,  does  not 
amount  to  above  1 4  Millions  Sterling.  Howmuch  larger  they  were  in 
the  Year  1 698  any  one  may  imagine,  from  what  Mr.  Webber  has 
teftified  upon  his  own  Knowledge,  at  p.  17  of  his  five  Letters.  He  tells 
us  there,  thatat  BrijUl  Fair,  only,  in  eightDnys  Time t\^e Dutch  and 
Spanip  Merchants  and  Faftors  bought  above  1  50,000  Pounds  worth 
of  Woollen  Goods,  befides  what  was  carried  from  Bridgciiater  in  a 
Dutch  Dogger.  Upon  which  he  obferves  very  juftly,  that  we  have 
all  imaginable  Reaion  to  think  that  ilf/z/tv^t^^^',  Bamftable,  Bitheford, 
Top/ham,  or  Exon  ;  that  along  the  South  Channel,  London,  Backing, 
and  Braintree,  Ncr^v.-ich  and  Tarmouth,  fold  proportionable  Quanti- 
ties for  Exportation. 


5-  We  have  none  of  thofe  Dutch  and  Spanijh  Merchants  and  Fac' 
tors  going,  as  they  ufed  to  da,  to  the  Manufafturers  Houfes  in  the 
Country^  to  buy  tlie  Goods  in  the  Places  where  they  were  manu- 
fadured,  nor  any  Inftances  of  the  Manufafturer's  refufing  ready 
Money  from  thofe  Foreigners,  and  keeping  their  Goods  in  their 
Warehoufes  for  the  Supply  of  their  Horn".  Culiomers.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  forced  to  fend  them  to  Blacknxi ell-Hall,  there  to 
pay  Hou/e-Rent,  to  give  Difcount  Money  to  their  Fadlors,  becaufe 
they  can't  wait  'till  the  Goods  are  fold,  and  fometimes  to  take 
Wool  in  lieu  of  Money.  Thefe  known  Fads  undeniably  prove  a  vaft 
Decay  of  the  Trade. 

4.  The  State  oi Foreign  Coin  among  us  is  another  plain  Proof. 
Abuut  the  Time  that  Mr.  Webber  mentions,  it  was  as  current  as  our 
oitv/,  and  now  you  can  fee  none  in  any  Payments,  unlefs  it  be  Por- 
tuyal  Money  ;  and  the  Reafon  is,  becaufe  by  the  Lofs  of  our  Wool- 
len Trade  in  other  Nations,  the  5«/fl«f(?  is  againft  us.  In  France, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  Eye-Wltnejps,  Englljh  Guineas  are  as 
common  as  Portugal  Yxzzt^  are  here. 

5.  Which  is  farther  evident  by  the  great  Scarcity  of  our  oxi;« 
Coin.  I  am  acquainted  with  many  of  the  London  Traders,  who 
agree  in  their  Accounts  of  the  State  of  the  Kingdom  in  general,  that 
they  never  knew  any  Thing  like  the  prefent  Want  of  Money  ;  for 
which  Reafon  fever.al  of  them  are  going  to  leave  off  Bufinefs.  I 
have  been  in  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  have  had  this  me- 
laacholy  Truth  confirm'd  to  me  by  Gentlemen  and  Fanners.  One 
in  particular  affared  me  lately,  that  he  expedls  next  Year  to  have  his 
wkole  Eftate  thrown  upon  his  Hands ;  and  faid  he  quellion'd  whe- 
ther, when  the  King's  Tax  was  paid,  there  tvould be  a  Shilling  left 
in  the  Parljh.  In  /bxy;/  there  is  the  fame  Complaint  of  the  Deadnefs 
of  Trade,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Money  ;  all  owing  to  the  Decay  of  the 
Woollen  Manufafturies,  wliich  ufed  to  give  a  brifk  Circulation  to  all 
other  Branches  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  by  a  free  Circulation  of  Fo- 
reign Money,  and  having  the  Balance  of  our  National  Trade  on  our 
Side,  whereas  now  our  Specie  is  exported  fox  Foreign  Goods. 

6.  The  vaft  Increafe  of  the  Number  of  our  Poor  Ihews  it  beyond 
Contradiction.  Mr.  Webber  tells  us,  upon  the  Authority  of  a  Noble 
Peer,  \J^o  was  at  the  Expence  of  procuring  an  Eftimate,  that  we  had. 
Four  Years  ago,  above  a  Million  upon  the  Rates,  capable  of  work- 
ing ;  ande*very  Parifh  knows,  to  their  Coft,  that  they  have  been  year- 
ly increafing  ever  fince.     But, 

7.  Let  any  one  examine,  particularly,  th^  State  of  thofe  Towns 
where  the  Woollen  Manufadluries  have  been  carried  on,  and  he 
will  fee  the  moft  flourilhin^  Towns  reduced  to  perfeft  Beggary  by 
the  F.ofs  of  their  Trade.  It  i>  poffible  that  in  fome/^iw  Places  the 
Woollen  Bufinefs  may  have  been  lower  than  it  is  at  prefent,  but 
then  it  is  not  fo  high  as  it  has  been,  even  in  thole  Places :  Neither, 
if  it  were  otherwife,  would  a  particuLir  Inftance,  or  two,  fignify 
sny  Thing  to  the  General  State  of  the  Kingdom. 

Ui^jeha-vc  loft  oar  Woollen  Trade,  into  what  Hands  is  it  fallen  .? 
Several  Nations  come  in   for   a  fmall  Share  of  the   Plunder,  but 

Francs 
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Frame  has  the  Bulk  of  it ;  as  appears  by  Mr.  Mufi\  Journal  of 
the  State  of  their  Manufadlurics  in  the  Year  32,  which  muft  bd 
greatly  improved  fince  ;  and  therefore  to  ftiew,  at  one  View, 
our  Lofs,  and  their  Gain,  I  ihall  tranfcribe  a  Calculation  out  of 
Mr.  London''?,  Pamphlet.  According  to  a  very  moderate  Compu- 
tation the  French  have,  yearly,  500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool  un- 
manufaSlurd ;  with  which  they  can  work  up  twice  as  much  of 
their  own.  The  immenfe  Detriment  arifing  from  hence  to  us,  and 
tht  flill  larger  Profit  accruing  to  them,  he  fets  forth  in  the  following 
Manner, 
A  Mil.  Packs- 
of  Wool,  (for 
fo  much  is 
computed    to 

1.      \      r  ij    V.  ./:  7  ^  As  now  fold,  fufFered  7     -  7 

here)  as  fold,  )>  1 6,000,000/.  j  abroad \^,<iOO,OOoL 

when   confi-  C      &  j 

ned    to     our 

own  Manu- 

fadlures,  at 

16/. 


The   Labour"! 
and  Profit  in  / 


'The  Labour  and  Pro-") 

fit  of  500,000  Packs 

manufactured     here, 


working  it  at  >  40, 000, 000/.  <^  under  the  Difadvan-  )> .10,000,000/. 


fuch    Times  \ 
at  40  /. J 


56,000,000 


I  tages    mention'd    at 
j  half  Wages,  zo  I.  per 
(.Pack* J 


14,000,000 
Is  to  our  Difadvantage  42,000,000 
Whereby  it  appears,  that  the  Nation  lofes  no  lefs  than  Forty- two 
Millions  SterlLng  yearly,  befides  what  the  Landed  Intereil  fuffers  by 
the  Poor,  and  Rates  made  to  fupport  them,  which,  by  the  further 
Decay  of  our  Manufaftures,  will,  in  Time,  become  fo  numerous, 
that  the  Revenues  of  all  the  Lands  together  will  not  be  found  fufli- 
cient  to  maintain  them.  On  the  other  hand  France,  by  getting 
over  500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool,  can  work  up  a  Million  and  Half, 
it  being  on  all  Hands  agreed,  that  one  Pacjc  of  ours  is  fufiicient  to 
work  up  two  of  theirs,  and  fuppofe  we  reckon  but  35  /.  per  Pack 
for  their  Labour  in  working  it,  then  the  Labour  of  a  Million  and 
Half  of  Packs,  at  35  /.  per  Pack,  amounts  to  Fifty-two  Millions  and 
Half  Sterling.  And  that  they  do  work  up  fo  much  may  well  be 
fuppofed,  for  they  certainly  will  import  no  more  of  our  Wool  thau 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them. 

If  any  onelhou'd,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but  noany  will,  be  fliock'd 
at   the  'Quantity  of  Wool,  fuppos'd  to   grow  in   Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  it  is,  I  think,  made  highly  probable  by  the  following  Ac- 
count, taken  from  the  fame  Author. 
'«  That 

*  Eijen  our  Maiwfaclura  yielded  fvjtce  the  Price  pnntrly  as  «t 
frefent. 
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**  That  there  are  a  Million  Packs  of  Wool  growing  yearly  in 
*'  Great- Britam  and  Ireland  is  calculated  thus, 

It  appears  by  the  Toll-Books  that  there  are  brought  into  Smith- 
^isAz  Market  for  Slaughter,  to  ferve  London,  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  36,000  Sheep  and  Lambs,  Weekly.  Now  allow  6000 
of  tliefe,  throughout  the  Scafons,  to  be  Lambs,  and  that  there  are 
30,000  Sheep  flaughter'd  one  Week  with  the  other,  then  the  reft: 
of  England  is  generally  computed  to  contain  about  feven  Times  as 
many  Inhabitants  as  London,  within  the  Bills.  But  fuppofing  it 
contains  only  fix  Times  as  many,  and  that  accordingly  there  are 
2 1 0,000  Sheep  flaughter'd  in  £'77^/aW  Weekly  ;  and  likewife,  that 
4  Years  Sheep  are  kept  for  Stock,  or  that  there  are  always  in  Be- 
ing four  Times  more  than  are  thus  flaughter'd,  as  is  ufuai  with. 
Sheep-Mafters  to  compute,  and  allowing  every  Sheep,  one  with 
another,  to  bear  four  Pound  of  Wool,  and  every 
Pack  to  weigh  240  lb.  then  the  yearly  Wool  of       t     t     r     j 

Euzland,  accordmg  to  this  Lomputation  only,  a-  7  „     1         o  ^ 

■s  '  o  I  y  >  racks  725,000 
mounts  to J  ' 

Now  in  the  Country  throughout  England,  Peo- 
ple feed  as  much  on  Flefh  as  in  '^lown,  and 
drinking  lefs,  they  generally  exceed  them  in  the 
Quantity  they  eat. 

Then,    as  Scotland  is  of  lefs  Extent,  and  lefsl 
fruitful  than  England,    admit  there  are  but  one  /        Scotland. 
Quarter  Part  of  the  Sheep  in  it,  and  it  amounts  f*Packs  182,000 
to J 

Then  as  Ireland  is  not  One  Fourth  Part  lefs  than^ 

England,    but  is   full   as  Fertile,    and    taken    up 

chiefly  with  Feeding,  it  hath  been  judged  by  fome 

who  have  taken  great  Pains  thoMughly  to  inform  J-  I    d 

themfelves,  that  it  hath  near  as  many  Sheep  in  it  I  p„^i.'/.1:"  '  „^ 
,  -n/jL/-         rri      >racks  304,000 

as  there  are  in  England;  butiuppoie  we  lay,  only  '  -^  ^' 

Half  the  Quantity  that  England  produces,  ^iz. 
364,000  Packs,  the  whole  amounts  to  One  Mil- 
lion, and  Two  Hundred  and   Seventy-four  Thou-         Sum  Total 

fand  Packs ■ — — — J 

Packs  1,274,000 

tl.B.    In  this  Calculation  is  not  included  the  Vv''ool  of  Sheep  con- 
tinually flaughter'd,  ziWdLVelWool,  nor  the  Wool  of  Z^ zw^/. 

I  have  already  computed  the  Profit  arifing  from  the  Labour  of 
manufafturing  a  Million  of  Packs  only,  I  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  Cal- 
culation of  the  Share  that  Foreigners  would  pay  of  this  Proiit  to  us. 
Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Packs  of  Wool,  yearly,  the 
fourth  Part  of  the  Growth  o^  Great-Britain  and  Irelatid,  will  cloath 
tihirteen  or  fourteen  Millions  of  People  one  with  another,  which  is 
more  than  the  Number  of  our  Inhabitants  are  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  ;  fo  that  three  Parts  in  four  of  our  Manufaftures  would  be  ex- 
paried,  and  bring  home  Money  in  return,  to  the  Amount  of  no  lefs 

than 
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than  Thirty  Millions  Sterling,  for  the  iare  Labour  in  manufafturing 
thofe  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Packs,  befides  the  Value 
of  the  Wool  it/elf,  unmanufadur'd,  which  is  reckoned  at  twelve 
A'lillions  more,  in  all  amounting  to  Forty-two  Millions,  all  arifing 
from  one  fingle  Branch  of  our  Trade,  and  far  exceeding  the  Value 
of  all  the  Branches  of  Trade,  belonging  to  Thi?,  or  any  other 
Nation. 

If  therefore  we  were  fo  wife  and  juft  to  ourfelves,  as  to  preferve 
this  Blefling,  we  might  be  the  richelt  and  moft  powerful  Nation  in 
the  World,  eafed  of  our  prefent  Load  of  Poor's  Rates,  and  Taxes, 
and  inftead  of  being  deferred  and  defpifed,  again  refpefled,  dread- 
ed, and  courted  by  our  Neighbours. 

Sometime  ago  our  Poor  amounted  to  One  Million  and  Four  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  ;  the  Decay  of  Trade  fince  that  Time,  and  the 
Severity  of  this  laft  Year  may  fairly  be  fuppos'd  to  have  encreafed 
the  Number  to  two  Millions ;  if  we  go  on  thus  encreafing  our  Poor, 
and  leffening  our  Incomes  by  a  farther  Decay  of  our  Trade,  how 
fhall  we  able  to  maintain  them  ?  Almoft  every  Thing  is  taxed, 
and  high  too,  if  we  go  on  to  lofe  our  Trade,  how  (hall  the  necef- 
fary  Expences  of  the  Government  be  fupported  ?  How  Ihall  Fleets 
and  Armies,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  be  maintain'd  ?  All 
the  Land  in  the  three  Kingdemswill  not  do  it.  Nothing  but  Trade ^ 
and  nothing  but  the  Woollen  Trade  can  do  it. 

From  the  preceding  Particulars,    'vix.   the  Confequencet  of  Trade^ 
as  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of   any  Nation,  the  greater  Superi- 
ority,   in  thefe  Refpefts,    of  the  Woollen  Trade   above  all    other 
Branches  of  Trade,    the  great  Deray  of  the  Woollen  Trade  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  Gronvth  of  it  in  France;    from  hence  it  muft  appear, 
to  any  one  who  is  capable  of  feeing  at  all,  that  unlefs  we  take  im- 
mediate Care  to  recover  it,    we  muft  become  a  Prey  to  that  ambi- 
tious Nation.      The  Difpojltions  acd  Dejtgns  of  France,  after  fuch 
open  Attempts  for  Uni--verfal  Monarch:,     can  hardly  be  denied  by 
the  moft  Frenchified  Englifhmcn.       Their  Profeffions    of  Friendjhip 
cannot  be  of  Weight  with  any  but  fuch  as  are  inclin'd  to  their  In- 
tereft.      They  are  nrraking  all  poflible  Preparations  for  a  State  of 
open  Enmity,  and  then  the  Maflc  will  be  taken  off.     \^  any  uell- 
meaning  Reader  doubts  of  their  real  Defigns,  let  him  read  a  Pam- 
phlet publifti'd  laft  Year,    and  entitled  French  Counfi'ls defiruSlive  to 
England,    in  /even  Letters   to   Sir —  Their  Intentions,     there- 
fore, being  indifputable.  the  only  Thing  to  be  confider'd  is,  their 
Capacity  to  put  their  Di^figns  in  Execution.      And  I  aflc  any  one 
to  tell  me  what  Ihould  prevent  it,    if,    inftead  of  taking  the  proper 
Meafures  for    our  Safety,    we  continue  to  furnifti  them  with   the 
Means  for  accomplifhing  it.      We  have  iccn  what  Riches  arife  from 
Trade  and  Commerce,  and  how  infeparable  Riches  and  Strength  are 
from  one  another  }  and  yet  wefuffer  the  French  to  inrich  themfeives 
by  a  Trade  which  they  cannot  carry  on  without  our  Le^ve,  while 
WL*  are  growing /loor  and  ii-'ak  by  ths  Lofs    of  it.      We  are  fenfib^e 
of  the  Weight  or  Publick  Debts,  and  yet  voluntarily  load  curfilies 
with  Taxes,  when  we  might  make  othen  pay  them,  and  clear  cur- 

C  '  felve;. 
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fclves,  in  a  few  Years,  of  all  Incumbrances  ;  while  their  Finances 
are-  not  only  difmcambred,  ba:  their  King,  as  they  are  fond  to 
DQ.ift,  is  contimuilly  putting  Money  into  our  Funds,  and,  by  the 
Help  of  our  IVsol,  wi:l  ion  be  able  lo  ingrofs  fo  large  a  Share  of 
them,  that  by  drawing  out  he  will  be  abie,  as  foon  as  their  Defign 
fhall  be  ripe  tor  Execution,  to  leave  us  defencefefs. If  we  corn- 
par;;  the  Number,  or  Condition  of  theirs,  and  out  Forces,  what  is 
tne  Compa;  iton  ?  For  Number,  there  is  nou".' ;  for  Condition,  very 
little. — Our  only  Security  confUls  in  our  Nanjal  Forces,  but  Ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  that  the  IVinds  can  render  it  ufelefs. — 
However,  for  Fear  the  Elements  Jhoidd  be  on  our  Side,  we  are 
taking  the  iioijejl  Alealures  for  weakening  our  oww  Fleet,  and 
ftrengthening  that  of  the  French.  We  are  giving  up  our  Trade 
and  Commerce,  which  are  the  proper  Nurfery  for  it ;  we  are,  with 
them,  giving  up  our  Wealth,  which,  only,  can  maintain  it.  The 
French,  by  our  Folly,  aie  daily  eacreafing  both  their  Trade,  and 
their  Riches,  ib  very  fail,  that  they  will  foon  be  able  to  build,  or 
buy  and  maintain  as  large  a  Fleet  as  they  pleale ;  and  all,  who  know^ 
any  Thing  of  what  is  doing  in  France,  know,  that  they  are  both. 
building  and  hufing  Men  of  War  as  fail  as  poffible.  Lad  Year  they 
built  !0,  and  bought  others.  Lafl  Year,  too,  they  began  to  exer- 
cife  their  Seamen,    by  fending  out  a  Fleet  ;    as  they  are  preparing 

to  do  again. It  is  true,    they  have,    as  yet,     no  Harbours  for 

Ships  of  Force  on  our  Channel,  but  they  have  been  hard  at  work 
in  make;  4  fome,  particularly  at  Gravelinss,  which  is  as  well  fuuated 
as  Dunark.  They  are  making  anoiher  at  Cberburgh  near  La-Hogue. 
If  we  confider  the  State  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  Profpedl 
is  but  a  mekiUchoUy  one.  \v\  England  we  are  unhappily  divi- 
ded into  Parties,  fo  imbitterM  againtt  one  another,  that,  in  Cafe 
of  Need,  common  Danger  would  fcarce  be  able  to  unite  them  againft 
the-  Co?nmon  Enemy.  The  Marks  of  Infamy  that  have  been  fet  upon 
a  great  Part  of  the  King.Iom,  for  not  liking  and  oppofing  fome  of 
the  publick  Meafures,  mail  have  otcafion'd  Reientments,  and  a 
general  Difcontent  is  theNat.ral  Confequence  of  a  general  Decay  of 
our  Trade,-  which  is  the  Life  and  Soul  of  our  publick  Welfare.  But 
if  we  were  united,  fuch  is  the  general  Difpofition  of  the  Na- 
tion, iliey  have  not  thoi'e  Principles  of  A-Sti'vity  and  Bra'very., 
which  have  heretofore  animated  Engl-(h  Hearts,  and  flrengthened 
EngliJIr  Hands.  'T\^Q  hoy  ft  oi  Liberty,  and  a  Senfe  oi  Religion,  in 
many,  are  quite  loft,  in  moll  are  greatly  weakened. — But  this 
is  not  all .  The  French  feem  to  have  a  confiderable  Party  here  in 
her  Interefr.  Mr.  Webber  afTures  me  that  an  Officer  belonging  to 
the  Cujioms  has  ov/n'd  to  him,  more  than  once,  and  with  great 
Concern,  that  he  v/as  ohli'gd  to  go  on  Board  and  fee  Wool  (hipp'd, 
which  he  knew  to  be  bound  for  France.  Ho-w,  and  nf.-hy,  Josias 
Thompson  was  render'd  incapable  of  ferving  his  Majefly,  and 
afterwards  run  thro'  the  Body  in  Germain-Street,  the  fame  Perfon 
inform'd  me,  and  h  ready  to  prove.  I  have,  likewife,  been  very 
credibly  inform'd,  that  a  certain  Lord,  the  Son  of  a  certain  Great 

Man. 
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•Man,  with  other  Noblemen,    gave  an  Order  for  50  Suits  of  Cloths, 

at  one  Time,    to  be  lent  for  from  France.  py'ales  and  Scotland 

I  know  lefs  of,  but  neither  of  them,  I  doubt,  are  fo  weW  fatisffd, 
as  could  be  wilb'd,  with  their  Condition,  and  therefore  lefs  averfe 
tha:i  otherwiie  they  would  be,  to  a  Change  of  Government.  But, 
'^hi.Q  1  fay  this,  I  hope  that  God's  good  Providence  will  oi-errule 
their  PalTions,  and  nria!:e  uie  of  them  for  ourSr.fety.  This  is  not  a 
proper  Time  for  Diicoru,  but  for  mutual  Affeftion  among  our- 
felves,  Duty  to  his  Majelty,  and  adlive  Zeal  for  the  Good  of  our  Coun- 
try. In  Ireland  there  are  three,  if  not  four  Pap:  ft s  to  one  Protepanti 
not  divided,  as  they  were  formerly,  and  headed  by  the  Chiefs  of  dif- 
ferent Parties,  and  all  fighting  againlt  one  another.  Thofe  Heads  are 
now  no  more,  and  thofe  Parties  are  united  by  being  reduced  ;  and  all 
in  fuch  a  State,  that  they  would  think  any  Ch.inge  defireable.  They 
are  at  prefent,  indeed,  without  Arms,  or  military  Knowledge  ;  but 
France  and  Spain  have  15,000  of  their  Countrymen  in  pay,  who 
may  both  carry  them  Arms,  and  teach  them  the  Ufe  of 'em.  And 
the  miferable  Condition  of  that  Nation,  which  may  m^jke  it 
fo  eafy  for  France  to  gain  them  over  to  her  Intereft,  has  been 
owing  to  a  raoft  ftupid  Piece  of  Englijh  Policy,  dictated  by  Jnja- 
rice  and  "Jealoufy.  The  (even  Letters  above-mention'd,  demon- 
ftrate  that  we  have  been  injuring  ourfel-ves,  by  cramping  and  dillref- 
fing  them. 

The  Situation  of  Affairs  Abroad  carries  an  Afpeft  as  unpromif- 
ing  as  that  zt  Home.  Tho'  France  is  the  Grand a.nd  Drjignin^  Power 
cf  which  Europe  ought  to  be  jealous,  and  againft  whofe  giowing 
Greatnefs  and  ambitious  Views  it  is  their  IntereH;  to  guard  ;  {\\e  has 
perfuaded  them  to  be  direfted  by  her  Counfels,  and  to  carry  on  her 
Scheme  for  Univerfal  Monarchy. 

The  artful  Cardinal  has  found  out  Means  to  diiTolve  the 
Alliance  which  was  fuch  a  Curb  to  her  Ambition,  and  to 
weaken  the  Parties  of  it.  By  his  Intrigues  the  Emperor  has  been 
ftripp'd  oi  Naples  and  Sicily,  reduced  to  the  NccefTity  of  purchafmg 
a  Peace  with  France,  at  no  lefs  a  Price  than  giving  up  Lorrain  to 
that  Power  too  great  and  formidable  before,  involv'd  in  a  War  with 
the  Tu>-k<:,  ab'jied  in  the  Meaiures  of  conducting  it,  deluded  and  be- 
tray'd  by  his  treacherous  Ally,  and  at  laft  oblig'd  to  throw  himfelf, 
for  Proteftion  into  the  Ar.ns  of  the  French,  the  Hereditary  Enemy 
of  his  Family,  after  having  given  up  to  the  Turk  the  Bulwark  of 
Chnjlendom,  and  thereby  left  himfelf  more  expofed  in  cafe  of  ano- 
ther Rupture. 

In  regard  to  Spain,  the  French  have  a«5led  as  politick  a  Part.  To 
footh  the  Vanity  of  the  Spantjh  Queen  fhe  has  made  a  petty  King 
of  her  Son,  and  complimented  England  with  the  Expence  of  con- 
ducing him  to  his  Dominions.  She  has  fet  Spain  and  England  2.x. 
Variance,  whofe  mutual  Intereft  it  is  to  be  good  Friends ;  that  when 
they  (hall  have  fufliciently  weakened  each  other,  fhe  may  make  a 
Prey  of  them  both .  France  is  to  Spain,  what  Spain  is  to  Portugal. 
Spain-  can  hinder  Portugal  from  having  a  Communication  with 

C  2  any 
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any  other  Country  by  Land,  and  would  have  over-run  her  before  this 
Time  if  ihc  had  not  been  protcfted  by  the  Britijh  Fleet.  In  the 
fome  Manner  that  Spai?:  furrounds  Portugal,  France  furrounds  Spain, 
can  ftop  up  her  Communication  by  Land,  and  muft  have  her  at 
Mercy ^  unlefs  (he  has  an  Ally  fuperior  to  the  French  by  Sea.  But 
if  England  be  deftroy'd,  what  other  Power  can  ,be  able  to  protedt 
her  ? 

Holland  has  been  about  as  wife  as  her  Neighbours,  fo  long  under 
the  Influence  cf  French  Coicnfcls,  that  fhe  is,  in  a  Manner,  fubjed  to 
French  Governtnent.  Her  Trade  is  decay'd  ;  the  Government  is  poor^ 
and  the  Nation  torn  with  Faftions ;  their  Navy,  once  the  Britijh  Ri- 
-ual,  reduced  almoft  to  nothing.  I  need  not  fpend  any  Time  in  fetting 
forth  their  Weaknefs,  which  is  apparent  enough  from  the  late 
Language  of  the  French,  and  the  Silence  of  the  Dutch.  Their  prefent 
Neutrality  is  not  the  Refult  of  their  Wifdom,  nor  the  Effeft  of 
Complaifance,  but  the  Confequence  of  their  Fears.  They  dare 
not  interpofe  left  they  {hould  haften  their  own  Ruin.  France 
has  menaced,  and  //o//d;:<^ trembles.  It  were  no  difficult  Matter  to 
point  out  the  Progrefs  of  their  Ruin,  and  open  their  Motives  of 
Aftion  ;  but  it  is  enough  to  know  the  weak  Condition  to  which 
they  have  brought  themfelves.  Their  Barrier  Toixins,  which  coll 
them  fo  much  to  keep  in  Repair  and  to  Garrifon,  would  ftand  'em 
in  little  ftead  ;  for  as  the  French  can  at  any  Time  pour  100,000 
Men  into  the  Auflrian  'Netherlands,  they  caneafily  over-run  the 
whole  Country  ;  and,  by  getting  I'ofieirion  oithat,  they  can  ftarve 
thofe  Garrifons,  by  hindring  any  kind  of  Supplies  from  being  fent 
them.  And  they  can  with  the  more  Eafe  do  this,  by  Reafon  of 
the  Difaftetlion  of  the  Inhabitants.  They  are  weary  cf  their  Sub- 
jection to  the  Emperor,  who  is  continually  draining  them  of  their 
■MoKev,  but  unable  to  proted  their  Trade,  while  their  Neighbours 
in  French  Fla7iders,  by  Means  of  the  Encouragement  given  to  Theirs, 
are  in  a  flourifhing  Condition.  This  has  occafion'd  fuch  an  Incli- 
nation in  thofe  People  to  change  their  Mailer,  that  they  would, 
of  themfelves,  open  their  Gates  to  the  French,  whenever  they  fliould 
corne  with  a  Force  fufficieiit  to  protect  them.  Within  thefe  four 
Years  they  adlually  form'd  a  Defign  to  revolt,  if  the  politick  Cardi- 
nal had  thought  it  a  proper  Time  to  receive  them  ;  but  the  Empe- 
ror, England,  and  Holland,  not  being  then  fufficiently  reduced,  the 
eld  Alliance  might  have  prov'd,  again,  too  ftrong  for  him.  An  un- 
afli'ue,  or  an  unfuccefsful  War,  and  another  Year's  Crop  of  our 
Wool  (which,  no  doubt,  they'll  find  Means  to  get)  may  ripen  their 
Project?,  and  put  them  upon  Aftion. 

In  other  Parts  of  Europe,  in  Poland,  Hentnark,  and  Snxieden,  thefe 
crafty  People  have  infinuated  themfelves,  influenced  their  Counfels, 
and  created  Diilurbances,  to  favour  their  own  Schemes.  Only  RuJJia^ 
has  afted  independently,  and  upon  wiie  and  fteady  Principles.  Alex- 
ander has  been  juilly  ftil'd  a  common  Robber,  becaufe  he  laid  wafte, 
andplunder'd  Nations  that  he  had  no  more  Right  to,  than  I  have  to 
the  Goods,   Liberty,  or  Life  of  one  of  my  Equals,    but  Fr««rf  has 

been 
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been  guilty  of  as  much  Injujiice  and  more  Treachery.  For  the  Sake 
offubjefling  thofe  to  her  Dominion,  who.  by  the  Law  of  Nature 
^n^  Nations,  are  independeht  ot  her,  and  enriching  herfelf  with 
their  V/ealth,  fhe  has  been  embroiling  all  Europe,  that,  by  di'ui- 
(iing  and  nveakening  them,  fhe  may  the  moreeftedlually  compafs  her 
intended  Conquells.  They  have  Alexander  i  Fice oi  Ambition  in  the 
higheil:  Degree,  but  not  his  Firtues  of  Opennefs  and  Qenerofity. 
Yec,  this  is  the  Nation  that  fome  ot  us  court  with  ib  much  Af- 
feftion,     that    we  ferve    widi   lb    much   Zeal,    that  we  imitate 

with  fo  much  Servility. I  would  exprefs  my  Aftonifnment,  if  I 

could  think  of  any  Words  fignihcant  enough  to  do  it. It  will  much 

better  become  us,  in  common  Difcretion,  to  check  their  growing 
Greatnefs,  and  to  recover  our  own  Trade  ;  which  cannot  be  done 
without  putting  a  Stop  to  the  Exportation  of  our  unmamifadurd  Wool 
to  Foreigners.  The  only  fenfib  e  Queltion  is,  not  whether  it  be  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  to  do  it  (fince  that  is  no  Queilion)  and  that  immedi- 
ately too,  but  ho^M  it  can  be  done  effc£tually .  Some  Gentlemen, indeed, 
of  the  belt  Underftanding,  for  want  of  having  examined  into  the 
Matter,  were  of  Opinion,  that  we  might  recover  our  W^ooUea 
Trade  by  going  to  Market  as  cheap  as  the  French,    tho'  they  do  get 

pur  Wool. But,   I  ft.  How  can  we  work  as  cheap  as  the  French, 

unlefs  our  Poor  could  live  as  low  as  theirs,    which  they  cannot  do  ? 

• zdly.  If  we  could  n)Jork  as  cheap,  we  could  not  ^o  to  market 

as  cheap,  becaufe  we,  being  oblig'd  to  carry  our  Goods  abroad  in 
large  Veffels,  we  muft  pay  Duties,  whereas  France,  by  being  on  the 
Continent,  can  run  their  Goods  into  the  neighbouring  Nations 
Duty  free,  and  by  that  Means  fave  lo  or  12  per  Cent.  Befides, 
the  Wool  of  France  being  not  of  half  the  Value  or  Price,  as  that 
oi  Briti/h  or  Iri/t?  Wool,  as  one  Pack  of  our  Wool  works  up  two 
of  theirs,  and  as  what  Wool  our  Manuf^ifturers  buy  is  paid  for  in 
Specie,  whereas  what  they  draw  from  us  is  paid  for  in  a  good  Mea- 
sure by  wrought  Silk,  Rum,  Teas,  CotFee,  Wines,  and  Brandy, 
i^c.  ^y  the  Profits  on  which  it  comes  cheaper  to  them  than  even 
toourfelves,  theie  are  other  Ad  vantages  to  them,  and  all  together  a- 
mount,  atleaft,  to  30  per  Cent,  in  their  Favour. — jdly.  If  you  low- 
er the  Price  of  L-tbour,  you  l^^wer  the  Value  of  Land,  and  obllruft 
the  Circulation  oi  all  Commerce,  fince  the  lower  tiielr  Wages,  the 
lefs  Money  the  Labourers  have  to  purchafe  the  PioJudls  of  the  Earth, 
and  other  Things  with  ;  fo  that  either  they  cannot  buy  fo  many  of 
them,  or  cannot  give  fo  good  a  Price  for  what  they  b'.iy.  ihis  is  felf- 
evident. — 4thly.  Why  Ihouldwebe  atthe  trouble  ofcontriving  Means 
of  going  to  Market  as  cheap  as  the  French,  and  have  the  Price  of  our 
Goods  beat  down,  when  we  can  at  once  hinder  them  from  going 
to  Market  at  all,  and,  by  having  the  Market  toourfelves,  be  able 
to  fix  our  own  Price  ?  Is  it  not  better  to  have  all  the  Trade,  than 
pn\y  fome  of  it  ?  To  employ  all  onr  Poor,  than  only  yij/w^  of  them  ? 
To  have  a  high  Price  for  our  Goods,  than  a  lovj,  or  a  middling  one  ? 

I  am  afham'd  to  anfwer  fuch  Objedions  as  thefe. But,  if  it  be 

thus  necelTary  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  our  Wool,  how  can  it 
fcs  done  ?    A  Scheme  has  been  offer'd,    and  approved,    as  effcftual, 

'        not 
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not  only  by  Merchants  and  Trades  people  of  the  greateft  Knowledge 
in  their  Way,  not  only  by  feveral  others  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
metit,  but  alio  by  the  Minijiry  :  And  indeed  the  Scheme  fpeaks  for 
id'elf,  for,  whenever  it  ihall  be  put  -n  Execution,  it  will  not  only 
eaic  Par-i/h- Rates,  prevent  Par:/b  Laiv-Suits,  and  fupprefs  Fag^rants 
and  Thtenjes,  but  will  find  Employ  for  them  to  maintain  them- 
felves,  and  open  Ways  to  Commerce  by  exporting  their  Labour ; 
tho'  fome  little  Creatures,  hoping  to  make  a  Merit  of  their  mean 
Conduft,    have  indullrioully   undervalued  it,    and   mif-reprefentfed 

the  Projeftor. But  if  the  Scheme  be  a  good  one,    how  comes 

it  to  pals  that  the  unfortunate  Frojedor  fhould  have  fpent  72if:e  Years, 
and  a  great  deal  of  Money,  fo  fruiclelsly,  in  his  ^"Application  for 
Acceptance  ?  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Rcafons  and  Motives 
of  the  Condud  of  my  Superiors  ;  but,  as  far  as  my  Memory  will 
fcrve  me,  I  lliall  give  plain  Fadls,  a  fhort  Narrative  of  Mr.  h  ebber'h 
Application  and  Reception,  as  he  has  related  it  to  me,  without  mak- 
ing any  Comments  upon  them. 

in  the  Year  31  Mr. ^^'iji^^^r  applied  to  WisMajefly,  recommended 
by  above  600,000  Woollen  Traders  (whose  Petitions  lie  now  in  the 
Duke  of  Nenuca/lle's  Office)  for  a  Charter  to  himfelf  and  Co.aipany, 
to  prevent  the  E.xportation  of  unmanufactiir'd  Woo)  to  Foreigners 
by  an  JJn'i-verfal  Regijiry.  His  Majefty  was  moft  gracioufly  pleas'd, 
by,  and  with  the  Advice  of  his  Counfel,  to  g.iint  his  Requeli,  and 
ga\'e  Inllruftions  to  the  Then  Attorney-Genen^l  to  report,  oxjorma. 
Charter  for  That  Purpofe  :  But  he  being  cf  Opinion,  that,  though  it 
was  the  undoubted  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  grant  Charters, 
and  by  Virtue  of  his  Majelty's  Grant  Mr.  Webber  and  Co?r.pa7iy 
might  have  put  the  Scheme  in  Execution  in  the  beft  Manner,  they 
could,  it  was  expedient  to  have  an  Aii  of  Parliament  to  veft  the 
Patentees  with  further  Powers,  than  the  Charter  could  convey  to 
Them*.  Mr.  Webber   was  thereupon  advifed  to  apply  to  Parliament, 

and 

*   Some  hanje  been  pleas'" d  to  fay,  his  Majefly  tczV/  not  confent  that 

Mr.  "Wehhtr  fhould nominate  the  Patentees.      They  mean,  that - 

It///  not  confent  to  it,  for  his  Ma  J  esty  has  coifented to  it,  in  his 
Order  for  the  Grant  of  the  Charter  to  Mr.  Webber  and  Company, 
cv:hich  Order  flands  no-uj  upon  Record  in  the  proper  Office.  And  his 
Privy  Council  have  confented  to  it,  ixihen  they  advifed  his  Majejiy  to 
grant  it.  The  fame  Perfonsfay  (na\,  and  look  grave  ix;ken  they 
fay  it)  that  Mr.  Webber  cannot  expeSi  to  he  admitted  to  [peak  to  hit 
Majefty,  but  miifi  convey  vuhat  he  has  to  fny  thro"  their  lutcrpofition. 
A  Man  needs  not  be  a  Conjurer  /o  underfland  their  Defign.  But,  as 
it  vjas  alvoays  thought  an  Inflance  of  Wifdom  ^WGoodnefs /«  Go- 
vernors to  give  their  SubjeSis  a  free  Accefs  to  their  Perfons,  and  a 
patient  Attention  to  their  modefl  Complaints,  fo  no  vjife^  and  good 
CojpicellorSy  informer  Time,  ever  ohflruSled fuch  Applications.  Mr. 
Webber  hasfcnt  the  printed  Remonflrance  to  his  Majefy  «/Hancver, 
directed  to  the  Chaplain  in  voaitin^,  for  him  to  deliver  vsithhis  oixsn 
Hand;  and  he  vuill  likevAfe  fend  one  of  the  Pamphlets  in  the  fafn^ 
Manner,  and  I  hope  the  Genthnan  vjill  faithfully  deliver  it. 
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and  aflur'd  that  he  (hould  meet  with  Succefs :  Neither  did  he  in  the 
leall  doubt  of  the  Concurrence  of  thofe  about  the  Court  with  his 
Majefty's  Pleafure,  in  getting  that  Charter  confirmed,  which  they 
themfelves  advis'd  his  Majefty,  in  Council,  to  grant  j  efpe- 
cially  as  the  efFefcual  Execution  of  the  Scheme  was  of  fuch 
Importance  to  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  to  the  Nation.  Accordingly 
Mr.  JFebber  did  apply  the  very  next  Sellion  ;  towards  the  latter  End 
of  which  a  certain  Gentleman,  of  Note,  in  the  Parliament- Houfe 
came  to  him  in  the  Galleij,  told  him  there  was  not  Time  to  pafs  the 
Bill  that  Scflion,  but  that  he  might  be  eafy,  and  might  make  the 
People  in  the  Country  eafy,  for  it  fhou'd  certainly  be  done  the  fol- 
lowing Sefiion  ;  but  immediately  after  this  Declaration  to  Mr.  Web- 
ber, he  whifper'd  another,  advifing  him  not  to  fpend  his  Time  and 
Money  in  the  -  ftair  becaufe  it  never  would  be  done.  This  the  Per- 
fon,  himfelf,  fome  time  afterwards,  told  to  Mr.  Webber  and  others. 
Encouraged  by  this  Affurance  the  Projedor  applied  again  next 
Seffion,  but  to  as  little  Purpofe.  Upon  thefe  Difappointments  he 
found  Means  to  get  Accefs  to  his  Majefty,  who  told  him,  he 
thought  it  had  been  done  —  Upon  this  the  Matter  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe,  but  nothing  more  was  done  in  it,  but  only  chang- 
ing the  Woollen  Bill  into  the  Manchejier  Bill,  to  which  the  French 
will  not  refufe  their  Confent. — However,  Mr.  Webber  continued 
to  follicit  every  Year  till  1739,  when  a  Bill  pafs'd  the  Houfe, 
relating  to  the  Importation  of  Irijh  Yam,  which,  as  Mr.  Webber 
aflur'd  them  it  wou'd,  open'd  a  wider  Door  for  the  Exportation  of 
our  Wool,  lower'd  the  Price  of  it,  embarras'd  Trade,  and  occafion'd 
feveral  #0  leave  off.  It  was  faid  that  this  Bill  was  never  intended 
to  take  EfFeft,  tho'  it  was  fufFer'd  to  pafs,  but  \tdid,  and  a  very  bad 
EfFeft  it  has  produced.  But  between  the  Date  of  this  Bill  and  the 
Manchejier  Bill  fome  remarkable  Things  happen'd.       In  the  Year 

1733,  Mr.  Webber,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Randal {'rom  whom  I 
have  my  Information)  was  ofFer'd  locoo  /.  in  Bank-Bills,  if  he 
would  tell  how  he  would  bring  the  Million  yearly  from  Foreigners 
into  the  Treafury,  and  many  Millions  more  into  the  Intereft:  of 
Land  z.T\6.  Trade.  In  1737  he  was  ofi^er'd  20000/.  and  his  Statue 
to  be  ereded  by  BlacJcnxsell-Hall ;  and  the  Gentleman,  who  made 
the  Ofter,  publifh'd  next  Day  in  one  of  the  Keiis-Papers,  that  he 
had  agreed  with  the  Projeftor  for  his  Scheme.  Juft  before  the  laft 
Seflion,  he  had  another  Offer  made  him  by  the  fame  Perfon  who 
made  the  firft,  and  he  was  dtfired  by  another  to  be  ready  with  his 
Scheme  againft  their  Meeti?r^. —  From  thefe  ( and  more  chat  I 
could  cite )  Applications  to  Mr.  Webber,  it  is  plain  that  they  had 
an  excellent  Opinion  of  the  Projecior  and  of  his  Vrojeclion,  which, 
I  hope,  fome  others  will  take  Notice  of  to  their  Shame.  In  March  13, 

1734,  Mr.  Webber  rcceiv'd  a  Letter  from  a  former  Scrt'ar.t  of  his, 
then  employed  in  the  Wcolkn  ManiifaSlwics  in  France,  wherein  he 
gave  him  the  fame  honeft  Advice  that  the  Gentleman,  above-men- 
tion'd,  gnve  his  Countryman  in  the  Gallery  of  the  H.  oi  Com- 
mons ;    affuring    him.    upon    the  Authority  of  Ct/?;/ ,    that  it 

would  be  to  no  Purpofe  to  purtue  hii  Scheme,    becaufe  it  was /?)>«- 

lated 
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lated  that  France  might  have  as  much  of  our  Wool  as  they*  pleas'd^ 
This  Letter  Mr.  WebbFr,  in  Jaftice  to  his  Kivg  and  Country,  carried 
immediately  to  the   Secretary  of  State's  Office,  but  was  there  told, 

he  had  bell  go  Home  and  be  ouiet being  aho-ve  his  Match.     In 

173-7,  Mr.  Webber  accidentally  got  a  Sight  of  a  Journal  of  the  State 
of  (he  French  Matiufaduries.  made  by  one  Mun,  who  was  fent  over 
for  that  purpofe  by  Authority.  Mr.  Webber  preffed  the  faid  Mun 
to  publijh  his  Journal,  but  he  faid  Uie  Ministry  "vjould  not  fuffer 
him.  This  Mr.  Randal  was  a  Witnefs  to.  But  finding  that  Mr. 
Webber  was  determined  to  pubiifli  it  from  the  Copy  which  he  had, 
if  the  other  refus'd  any  longer,  it  was  then  publifli'd. 

About  this  Time  Mr.  Webber\\7i(S.  Affurances,  that  Petitions  would 
be  fent  up  to  the  Parlianunt  from  moil  cloathing  Towns  in  the 
Kingdom,  but  Means  were  contrived  to  prevent  it ;  and  one  of  the 
Boroughs  in  Comrval  owri'd.  that  an  Uni'verfal  Regi/iry  would  moft 
efFtflually  prevent  the  Running  of  Wool  ;  but  they  were  told,  if 
it  were  granted  in  Charter,  their  Reprefentati-oes  could  not  be  able 
to  gf-l  Places  for  any  of  them  :  So,  if  two  or  three  Scrubs  in  the 
Corporation  could  get  z.  Place,  France  might  take  the  King  and 
Kniidom,  for  all  them.  It  is  hard  to  fay  which  was  greatell,  their 
Hoitejh),  or  their  Policy.  But  they  look'd  no  farther  than  their  firft 
Year's  Salarv.  Wliat  is  to  become  of  them  and  their  Families  next 
Year  they  neither  know  nor  care ;  and  are  as  much  afraid  of  Infor- 
mation, as  a  Mole  is  of  Light. 

By  the  Advice  of  fome  of  the  beil  Judges  he  now  puhliJPd  his 
Scheme,  and  afterwards  drew  up,  in  ivritif/g,  the  Nature  of  the 
intended  Charter,  which  all,  that  have  feen  it,  allow  to  be  an  ex- 
cerding  wife  one,  and  what  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
lick. 

He  once  more  got  Accefs  to  his  Majefly,  and  gave  one  of  the 
Schemes  to  him,  but  it  was  immediately  taken  out  of  his  Hands, 
the  Beef-Eatir  was  reprimanded  for  giving  him  Admittance,  and 
he  went  away  difappointed. — He  likewife  gave  one  of  them  to  the 
Members  of  the  Hou/e  ofComvrnu,  and  to  fome  of  the  Houje  of  Lords. 
The  Scheme,  as  I  obferv'd,  v.as  approv'd  of,  and  highly  extoU'd, 
but  his  Application  wasftill  fruitlefs. After  this,  he  wrote  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  the  following  Re mo?ifi ranee,  de- 
livfci'd  at  (juildhall,  ";ive?  an  Account  ot. 


To 


(  25  ) 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Worfhi'pful  thjS 
Court  of  Aldermen,  and  the  V/orthy  Common-Council  oi  the 
City  of  London,  the  ever  faithful  Friends  of  the  Crown,  ard 
zealous  Promoters  of  the  publick  Wslfare,  the  Earneft  Remon- 
strance oiS  AMU  E  L  fV  E  B  B  E  ie,  Shewing,  From  the 
imminent  Danger  that  his  Majefty  and  the  Nation  are  in,  by 
Reafon  of  the  Exportation  of  our  unmanufaftur'd  Wool,  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  their  Addreffing  His  Majelly,  that,  agreeably  to  His 
Majefty's  Promife,  publilh'd  in  tlie  Gazette  of  the  8th  of  Maf 
iaft,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  the  faid  Samuel  Webber  Accel's 
to  His  Royal  Perfon,  and  an  Opportunity  of  making  good  what  he 
advanced  in  his  Letter  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

IN  a    Pamphlet  lately  puhlijh'd  upon  Wool,   1  ga^ve  an  Account 
of  the   State  of  our   Woollen- Manufaftu res,  from  the  Peace  of 
Ryfwick/c  this  Time  i   Jhe^wing,     by  undoubted  Facts,     that  'vje  had 
airways  the  greateji    Demdtid  from  abroad  for  our   Woollen  Goods, 
tuhtn  the  French   could  not  get  our   unmanufadured  'Wool  from  us  ; 
and  that  then   the  Price  of  Wool  alivays  rofe  at  home,    "when  thi 
fmalleji  ^lantities  of  it  ivere  exported  to  France  ;    That  the  French 
i?a^e  improved  their   Woollen  Manufadures  to  fo  great  a  Degree, 
that  they  manufafture  more  of  our  Wool,    than  ^we  do  ourfelves  ;  by 
nvhich  Means  they  have  carried  aivay  our  Trade  to  all  Parts  nuhere 
*we  traded,    to  the  great  Enrichment  of  that  poiverful  and  ambitious 
Nation,  and  the  impo'verijhing  our  owun.      1  obferni'd,    that  unlefs  an 
immediate  Step,  be  put  to  the  Exportation  of  our  Wool  unmanufaftur'd, 
and  Encouragement  given  to  manufafturing  //  our/elves.    His  Ma- 
jefty and  the  Nation  muji  unavoidably  be  ruined  in  a  little  Time.    At 
the  End  of  the  Pamphlet   I  publifi'd  an  effeSlualScheme    to  prevent 
the  Exportation  of  our  Wool  unraanufaftur'd  to  Foreigners,  andhavi 
Undertaken  to  bringfrom¥oxe\ghtxs  one  Million  of  Pound's  yearly  clea^ 
into  his  Majei>y'j  Treafury,  and  above  feven  Millions  ( I  might  hav$ 
faid  above  tvuenty  Millions)  of  Pounds  yearly  to  the  Inter eji  of  Land 
and  Trade  of  thefe   his  Majefty 'x   Dominions,  VL'ithout  the  Incriafe  of 
ene  Offuer.     One   vjould  have  imagined  that  fuch  a  Scheme,  at  a 
Time  vjhen  the   Nation  food  in  fuch  Heed  of  it  for   the  Recovery  of 
our    Trade,  efpecially    now,   vuhen    a    War   vjith   Spain  requires  fo 
much    Money  to  carry  it  on,     voould  readily  have  btert  accepted,    ana 
the  ProjeSor  bountifully  reviarded.     But    in  the  Didication   of  the 
Pa;n,hlet  to   the  Lord  Mayor,     Court  of  Aldermen,     and   Qcmmort' 
Council,  J  informed  the  Publick,    at  houu  great  an  Expence  and  Trou- 
ble 1  have  in  vain  folUcited  to  be  heard,     tho  his  Majefty,    v:ken  I 
Jirfi  paid  my  Duty    to  him,    nuas  gracioufy  pleas' d  to   receive  mt 
Propofals,    and  diriiled  the  then  Attorney-General  to  report  or  form. 
fuch  a   Charier  as  1  defired  ;     and  many  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  allovcedmy  Scheme  to  be  the  heji  that  could  be  thought  of — 
1  was  fill  in  hopes  that  the  Publication  of  thefe  FaJts,  might,  before 
this  Time,     have  gained  a  Hearing  before  the  King  and  Parliament, 
about  an  Affair  of  the  laft   Importance  to  the  Safety  nf  both,     but  I 
kavg  Htt  kan  ebU  to  thtain  an  Hearing.     To  jujlfy  my  hearty  Con- 


{    26    ) 

cernfor  the  Caufe  of  my  King  aW  Country,    I  think  it  proper  to  pud- 
lljh  ar.  Jccour.t  of  the  bold  Attempt  that  I  made,     to  fa-ve  them  from 

Ruin.  hLi-Jiag  al-vays  been  either  denied  Accefs  ts  bis  Majefyy 

ornoi  allo^j:rd  Time  to  inform  him  of  the  dangerous  Condition  of  his 
Government,  end  of  the  Nation,  I  n.^  rote  a  letter  the  iJofMzy 
lajl,  fignd  A.  B.  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince,  therein  I  de- 
clared, ,  if  I  might  ha've  the  Liberty  of  calling  fome  honourable  Per- 
I'ons,  'iveil  kno-a:n  at  Court,  and  ivho  knenj:  me,  to  fpeak  to  my  Cha- 
raSier)  that  I  could  communicate  fomeihing  to  his  Majefty,  that  im- 
mediately concerned  the  Safety  of  his  Crown  and  People  :  Upon  nvhich 
I  ivas  promiftd,  in  the  Gazette  o/'/Z'^  %th  folloixing,  that  my  Requeji 
(hould  be  complied  nx:ith.  Accordingly  I  v.ent  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
caltle'i  Office,  my  'veri  kind  Friend,  noho  kneiu  my  Character  ;  onun'd 
f?v;ie  If  the  Author  of  the  Letter  fgn'd  A.  B.  mentioned  in  the  GsiTSlie, 
and  furrenderd  jnxfelf,  in  order  to  make  good  ivhat  I  had  offer  d.  I 
tvas  recei'ued  ci'-oilh;,  difcharged^vithout  the  leaf  Mark  of  Difplea- 
ftire,  but  Hill  not  allowed  Accefs  to  the  King,  no;ii-ithJ}a?:ding  the 
pubr.ck  Promife  in  the  Gazette.  Hard  indeed  is  the  Fate  o/'Mo- 
narchs,  nvhen  they  are  not  allcnved  the  Liberty  of  a  private  Subjeft, 
to  Le  ^warned  of  approaching  Danger  !  ■  Hard  the  Fate  of  a  Na-- 

tion,  ^hen  daclitiiKg  in  its  Trade,  Wealth,  and  Strength,  and  jujl 
■yeadj  to  be  made  Tributary  to  a  poiverful  Neighbour,  it  cannot  get 
Friends  to  exert  themfel-ves  time  enough  to  pre--vent,  its  Ruin  /  And 
ev.r  Ruin  is  the  more  grie-jous,  hecaufs  not  brought  on  us  by  any  un- 
farefen  Accidents,  or  Inad-jertency.  I  ha've  often,  at  the  Hazard  of 
my  Retulation  in  Point  of  cnmrncn  Prudence,  in  Converfation  nvith 
the  Tvlinifr)',  and  in  Letters  to  them  ;  as  alfo  in  a  printed  Paper,  de- 
li-uerd  in  at  the  Door  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  fet  forth 
in  thf  frongcjl  Term!,  the  dangerous  Confequence  of  lofing  our  Woollen 
Trade,  by  letting  France  hn've  our  unmanufaSiurd  Wool ;  thereby 
bringing  an  intolerable  Load  of  unemployd  Poor  upon  our  ruinated 
E fates,  lofing  that  Wealth  and  Strength,  ii-kich  alone  can  fupport 
the  Nation  and  Government,  and  transferring  them  to  the  ambitious 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  of  themflves  too  inclinable  to  accomplifh  our 
Ruin,  hecaufe  of  our  inconfflent  Inter  efts,  and  too  politick  to  negleSl 
the  utmoji  Improvement  of  the  leaf  Advantage  againf  us.  I  told  the 
Hcnourable  Houfe.^  that  St.  Stephen's  Chappel  njuould  foon  be  fit  for 
nothing,  hut  to  fay  High  Mafs  in.  I  hanje  often  declared  our  Dan- 
ger, and  that  hKe  jhould  nc-ver  have  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  enriching 
turfcl-jes,  as  ^hile  France  a/.'«j  £'»z/)/5>'V//2  Poland  «?/^  Italy.  What 
good  Reafons  there  might  he  for  not  hearkening  to  all  my  preffing  Re- 
monflrances,  I  n:uf  have  to  ConjiSlure.  But  what  I  then  offer  d, 
I  fiill offer,  I'Ath  the  utmof  Confidence.  I  then  offered  at  the  Peril 
(f  my  Liberty  and  my  Life,  to  make  it  appear,  that  -j:itkout  an  Alte- 
ration of  Meafures.  the  Government  muji  be  overturn'' d,  and  the 
Nation  ruined.  If  I  could  not  hnve  demonf  rated  this,  I  dffired  r.9 
Me  cy  :  And  I  prefume.  If  I  had  food  in  need  of  any,  v^hen  I  fur- 
render'' d  myfielftothe  Secretary  of  State,  I  Jhould  have  found  none. 
I  r.ou;  upon  the  fame  Terms,  humbly  crave  the  Performance  of  His 
Wije.lyV   Roydl  Pramift.     And  this  I  do  from  a  Jinctre  Defire  to 

fave 


1 
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fave  my  KINQ  and  COVNTRTfiom  Inevitable  D^flru^on  • 
fop  '»  my  Judgment,  if  .ce  fufer  France  to  get  another  Crop  of  our 
IVoolfrom  us,  and  clap  up  a  Ceffhtion  of  Arms,  after  fuch  an  im- 
menfeExpence  to  prepare  for  a  vigorous  IVar,  the  Defiru£lkn  o/both 
mtijt  be  tne'vitable. 


I  am. 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Moll  Obedient, 
And  Refpeaful, 
Humble  Servant, 


Samuel  Webber. 

If  this  Remonftrance  had  produced,  as  he  mi^ht  verv  rp,r^«  ^.^ 

^ent,  fuch  IS  thejuil  Mucnce  of  their  Example  over  other  // 
u  would  not  have  been  in  any  one's  Power  to' La"   prev^^^^^^^^ 
AddrefTes  and  Petitions  from  following  Theirs  ^^^^^-^eu  oj.Ci 

The  Citizens  of  London  are    fo  worthy  a   Body  of  Me.     and 
have  afted  with  fo  much  prudent  Zeal  for  the  oublirt  r.lT  f  u 
the  mod  afFeaionate  and  refpeftful  Regard  forthmb°r  '" 

but  exprefs  fome  Degree  of  kmazement.ts  w   ,'"  'concern't't 

^X^t^^lHi^-^^ 

has  given  me  fo  much  Pleafuir,  I  am  eodc.vW?^  r^  .?'        'f^ 
tliis  Conduft  in  a  manner  as  bt  le  to  th»fr  n  r?^    ^        account  for 
I  imrnediately  took  the  Bcnefi;"of  ^ Obfe^vti oro'^l'.^^^^^ 
andMr  W.«'s;    they  observe,  that   the  ^^X  W  Lf  be'^ 
fo  long  loft,  that  the  very  Z;,.W.^,,  of  what  it  wastnirs  r. 
and  of  Its  n.'aj}  Importance    not  oHv  m  til  v    r  ^'°''>'' 

-ueo'  Be:ng  o/che  N^ation.  's  S  ^l  i'  ^JSt:^  ""'',  ?  ''' 
as  they  have  fhewn  on  other  Occafions;  nfau'd\nrttm"'r; 
read  what  had  been  written  upon  fuch  a  Subiea   tlf^  1    u  ,  ^"^ 

the  P./.^..  had  to  fay  when  I  To  fafdt  S  'to  expTai^Ud^f' 
confidently  undertook  to  defend,  whatever  -Doe-^  °d  ?  ?V  u,  "^ 
orincred>bIe.  Whether  any  w  11  ^ivc  them^e'';s  th^T  S'^'"' 
read  what  I  have  taken  the  Pains  t^o  wr''  or  ",r  EiF  .Tv  '  '" 
have  I  cannot  fay  ;    bur  I   can  cill  rnV^^  .  v     r      ,    ^^  ''  "'^>' 

..r  Woo,.  .„d  .h«  no*„g  ^« .J^^^^ ^^')^^r^^^: 
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effeftually  dq  it.  I  gave  a  Hint  that  this  honefl:  and  ingenious  Prq- 
jeitor  ^eems  to  be  railed  up  by  a  particular  Aft  of  Pro'vi'dence  to  lave 
us  trom  Ruin.  He  has  iound  out  what  nobody  could  contrive, 
tho'  many  have  rack'd  tiieir  Invention  ever  fince  Queen  Elizabeths 
'Time ;  and  this  Scheme  is  far,  very  far  (of  my  own  Knowledge  I 
fpeak  it)  from  being  all  that  he  can  propofe  to  the  Government  for 
the  Intereft  of  his  Majejly,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Community.  In 
(hort,  I  never  yet  converfed  with  any  one  who  feems  to  me  to  un- 
dentand  Trade  and  Commerce  \n  general  fo  well,  or  how  to  improve 
the  Trade  and  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom  in  f  articular ;  and  I  never 
yet  met  his  Superior,  hardly  his  Equal,  in  Integrity,  He  was  told 
that  he  wojld,  but  once,  repent  his  not  coming  into  the  Propofals 
that  hav>;  been  made  him,  but  not  the  ioo  Millions  that  ive  might 
have  fav'd  by  keeping  our  Wool  at  Home ;  not  the  more  than 
tivice  that  Sum,  which  France  has  acquired  by  getting  it;  nothing 
can  make  aim  repent  his  having  endeavour'd  to  fave  his  Kif^  and 
Country  from  Ruin. 

I  find  it  a  coinmon  Objeftion,  even  among  thofe  who  wifli  well 
to  their  Country,  that  jf  We  hinder  France  from  having  our  Wool^ 
they'll  declare  War  with  us,  and  we  fhall  be  very  much  diflrejfed 
by  fuch  3  War.  A  War,  I  grant,  may  be  the  Confequence,  tho* 
a  War  declar'd,  by  France,  on  fach  an  Occtfion,  would  be  as  no- 
torious a  Violation  of  common  Juftice  as  ever  was  praftifed,  I  will 
no:  fay  by  any  Chrifilan  Nation,  but  by  any  Nation  that  profefs'd 
any  Principles  of  Morality .  Becaufe  we  will  not  fufFer  them  to  be 
'7^f/ff(P.<- and  y7i?/s/ our  Wool,  will  they  XMxn  open  Robbers,  and  take 
it  by  Force?  Becauie  we  will  not  fufFer  them  to  have  the  mofi  "va- 
luahle  Fart  of  the  Products  of  our  Country,  to  which  we  have  an 
ehfrAute  Right,  will  they  violently  take  the  nvkok,  make  Slaves 
cf  us,  or  defiroy  us  ?  And  fiiall  we  tamely  refign  up  our  All,  and 
Ourfclves,  to  the  Demands  of  unjufi  Violence,  without  one  Struggle 
for  it :  If  we  are  in  a  weak  Condition  this  Year,  we  (hall  be  in 
R  mucn  weaker  the  next  Year,  upon  the  prefent  Footing.  J*' 
France  be  fo  ilrong  noiv,  let  them  have  our  Wool,  and  they'll  be 
ftronger  (.^very  Day,  ar.d  therefore  the  fooner  they  quarrel  with  ut 
tor  refufmg  th>  m  cur  W:i:>l,  we  ihall  be  the  better  able  to  defend 
purfelves.  And  if  vve  only  adl  defenjiveh  ngainft  Tyanny  and  Op- 
prejjior..,  and  in  Defence  of  the  ivhole  Protcftant  Religion,  which 
depends  upon  the  State  o''  E^-glarid,  have  we  not  the  more  Reafon 
to  expeft  the  Bleffi'-ig  of  Proruidence  upon  our  Arms  r  But  how  can 
we  be  faid  to  be  dTftncehfs  with  a  Navy  of  200  Sail  of  Men  of 
War  ?  A  War  with  I'-ance  would,  no  doubt,  begrie'vous,  but  would 
rot  the  Lofs  of  our  Ejlates,  our  Liberties,  and  our  Religion  be  more 
grievous  ?  For  my  own  Part,  I  had  rather  die  Sword  in  Hand, 
than  live  inglorioufly  ;  and  Time  has  been  when  this  wab  the  na- 
fural  Sentiment  of  an  Eno^Ujhman.  How  our  Neighbours  would 
behnve  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  it  is  difficult  to  guefs ;  but  how  they 
oi7*;r  in  common  Prudence  to  aft.  Common  Senfe  will  rafily  fee. 
If  Fratfce  'houlfi  f  jbiiue  Great  Britain,  in  all  hurran  Appearance, 
nothing  can  prevent  hei  from  acquiring  L'r.ii-erfal  Monarchy,  which 
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Confideratlon  will  procure  us  Allies,  ir.  Time  of  Need,  tho'  we  have 
been  told,  wehave  none  at  prefent.    I  do  not  mention  any  Reafons  of 
Gratitude  for  former  Services,  becaufe  they  will  vveigh  but  little  m 
the  Scale,  but  their  o^n  Deflruftion  being  the  neceljry  Confequence 
\uurs,  furely  they  might  be  prevailed  on  to  lay  afide  their  Jealoufy 
and  unite  againft  the  common  Enenoy.      The  £«W  of  Power 
muft  be  either  in  Great-Britain,  or  France.      If  it  be  in  Trance, 
we   have  feen  what  ufe  they'll  make  of  it  ;    never  reil  till  they 
have  got  the  -whole  of  it.      It  was  never  the  Aim,  nor  can  it  ever 
be  the  Intereft  c.i  Great-Britain  to  r.«j«.r  her  Neighbours. ^.^/* 
and  fon^^er  would  make  m  only  more  able   friends  zxiii  AJtfiants. 
Thev  have  found  us  fuch  heretofore,  and  they  will  too  foon,  per- 
haps, repen?  that  they  have  contributed  towards  our  prefent  Ina- 

^'^Bv  Wav  of  Conclufion,  there  are  two  Sorts  of  People  that  I 
would  apply  my  felf  to.      Thofe  who  really  mean  to  flop  Wool. 
Td  thofe  who  do  not.     It  may  feem  to  lome  a  very  ftrange  Sup- 
pofitionto  imagine  that  there  can  be  any  Man  in  £;7^Wfo  ig- 
norant,   as  not^o  know  that  the  Exportation  of  it  muft  be  our 
rZ,   orthatanv^./..^/.  Confxderationslhould  be  able  to  induce 
any  one  that  has  Reafon  and  Humanity  about  him  knowingly  to 
confent  to  the  Ruin  of  his  Country.     If  this  Pamphlet  fhould  fall 
fnto  the  Hands  of  any  fuch.    I  would  defire  them,  if  they  |r./.«^ 
hat  they  do  not  mean  to  hggar  us  *,  and  to  give  us  up  a  Prey  to 
our  Enemies,    to  anfwer  what  I  have  faid  in  a  rational  Way  ;    (1 
5ey  them  to  do  it )  for,  calling  Mr^  Wehher  -/-f->  ^/p^^ 
Scheme  a  nvild  ^nA  impracticable  Chym^ra     will  "^^  ^^P  J^^^;^°- 
srel'  of  our  growing  Poverty  and  Weaknefs,    nor  prevent  the  Con- 
fequences    of  our  Inabilit/  to    defend    ourfelves  againft    foreign 
Power    Will  Party  Prejudice  fill  the  Hungry,    or  cloath  the  naked  ? 
V?ill  it  maintain  Fleets   and  Armies  >    Can  we  -f  ^«' F°7  f^I 
fend  ourfelves  againft  Force  ?    Or  does  Strengtc  confiil  in  Weaknefs  t 
^^CZ.  no  Medium,    therefore.      If  they  are  not_  for  flopping  of 


iv^.^theyruftinlend  r.f  they  have  any  Thought  at  all  abou^ 
the  Confequence  of  exporting  it)  to  give  up  the  King  and  the  Na- 
tion  to  France,  {^x^ct  that  is  ^/^.Wjy  the  «.r#za '.  onfcquence.  I 
would  afk  them,  then,  upon  what  Inducement  they  v.ould  give  U5 
UP  ?  Or,  how  can  it  be  :heir  perfonal  Intereft  to  do  it  r  A/.-u;  Peo- 
ple perhaps,  might  get  by  fuch  a  Change  of  the  Government, 
but  itl  impoffiblc  that  the  Generality  oi  thoie  ^'ho  fecm  to  be  difin- 
din'd  to  the  flopping  or^col  ftiould  find  their  Account  in  it,  or 
expeft  °o  live  fo  h!ppily  under  a  French  Viceroy,  and  Fr.«.J 
Lu'u.-s,    as  they  may  do  under  our  own  Government,   adminifter^d 


*  //  tun  be  pio'-jed  that  a  certain  Perfon  made  no  Scruple,  many 
Years  ago,  to  declare  a  French  Government  to  be  the  heft,  that  the 
Nation  ought  to  be  kept  poor,  in  Order  to  be  kept  humble  ;  and 
that  he  wou'd  aft  agreeable  to  his  Opinion  ;  and  his  fuhfequcnt  Can- 
i}ia  hath  but  tQofirongly  prgvdthe  Sincerity  of  his  Declaration . 
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y  a  Proteftant  Prinee,  in  fuch  Plenty  as  we  might  abound  in  if  we 
would  bat  take  proper  Meafures  for  the  Recovery  of  our  Trade  *. 
As  to  thofe  who  are  fincere  Friends  to  their  Country,  and  are 
convinced  of  the  abfolute  Neceflity  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the  Expor- 
tation of  our  Wool  to  Foreigners,  and  yet  are  as  indolent,  unaftive, 
and  tmconcern'd  about  it,  as  if  it  were  a  Matter  of  little  Weight, 
Of  that  may  as  well  be  done  at  any  other  Time  as  now,  I  know 
not  how  to  reconcile  their  Conduft  to  Common  Senfe,  or  how  to 
apply  myfelf  to  fuch  inconftftent  People.  If,  by  their  Folly,  they 
were  to  ruin  only  themfelves,  they  would  hardly  deferve  the  Com- 
paffion  of  a  wile  Man  ;  but  it  is  extremely  hard  and  provoking, 
that  thofe  who  are  awake  and  willing  to  exert  themfelves  for  their 
Prefervation,  (hould,  iu  fpight  of  all  that  they  can  d^o,  be  yet  un- 
done, becaufe  they  cannot  roufe  others  out  of  their  LethSrgy.  If 
they  do  not  fully  underftand  the  Nature  of  the  Scheme,  why  do 
they  not  take  more  Psins  to  be  better  inform'd,  or  have  the  Mo- 
defty  to  give  a  little  Csedit  to  thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
it.  If,  upon  a  thorough  Examination,  they  dijlike  any  Part  of  it, 
why  do  they  not  immediately  confult  together  about  proper  Amend- 
ments >  But,  what  Reafon  have  they  to  queftion  the  Expediency  of  a 
Charter  which  his  Majefty  granted  by,  and  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  upoa  tiie  mod  mature  Confideration  ?  At  leaft, 
why  do  they  not  petition  his  publick  Council,  the  Parliament,  to 
take  the  Matter  into  their  Confideration  ;  efpecially  as  it  is  well 
known  that  feveral  of  the  moll  able  Men  in  the  Houfi  have  de- 
cfared  their  good  Opinion  of  it,  and  their  Perfuaflon  that  we  wa/? 
be  undone  unlefs  Wool  be  flopp'd  ?  Whv,  I  fay,  did  they  not 
humbly,  but  importunately  defire  their  Reprefentatives  to  pafs  a 
Law  for  the  Execution  of  it,  or  think  of  a  better  Scheme  ?  And 
why  do  they  not  add.refs  his  Majefty  to  call  them  together  for  that 
Purpofe  ?  Can  the  Parliament  poffibly  meet  upon  a  Bufinefs  of 
more  Moment  to  his  Majelly  and  the  Kingdom  ?  Are  28  Millions, 
lofl  by  us  every  Year,  and  above  twice  as  much  gained  by  our 
Enemies,  fuch  a  Trif.e,  that  we  can  fafeiy  let  Sefiion  after  Seffion 
flip  without  putting  a  Stop  to  this  fatal  Evil  ?  Did  our  Fore-fathers 

place 


*  //  //  a  Wry  great  Misforiiine  thqt  Trade  is  fo  little  under ftood, 
and  fo  greatly  d/fpifedhy  w?«7'/y  Gentlemen  ofEJlates,  becaufe  they 
cannot  he  dij^ojed  t'^  make  proper  Lu'vos  fjr  the  Encoura;ement  of  n.^:hai 
they  neither  'value,  nor  underftand.  But  fuch  Perfons  i^.ould'do  nxell 
to  confider  that  Trade  is  fc  much  the  Support  of  their  Eftates,  that 
they  rjjould  he  nxisrth  770 thing  ivithout  it.  It  highly  concerns  our  Ho- 
nourable Reprefentatives,  in  Point  of  Intercft,  to  acquire  jujl  Notion^ 
of  it;  and  may  G -id  difpofe  t  ho  Te  "bi  oh)  zmer\  nx:ho  have  Jccefs  to  the 
Throne  to  injiil  them  into  his  Majelty.  His  Readinefs  to  'encourage 
Trade  appear  d  f-om  his  Grant  to  Mr.  Webber,  l5c.  but  if  it  i-vere 
fnffible  to  ftppofe  that  he  could  imbibe  the  wicked  and  weak  Pofition 
^'vanced  by  one  of  his  Subjecis,  both  /•// Majefty  and  the  whole 
>i3.::cu  ii-.-UjI  befacriji::d  by  ?/. 


(31  ) 

place  Wool-pad's  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  remind  them  of  the  great 
Importance  of  our  Wool  ?  And  is  it  now  fallen  below  our  Notice  ? 
In  the  Name  of  every  Thing  that  \%  fenjihle  and  prudent,  what  can 
the  People  of  this  Kingdom  mean  ?  Is  it  Matter  of  Jndifferency  to 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  whether  they  be  forced  to  give  up  all 
their  Church  hands  ?  Whether  the  Value  of  their  Eftates  rifes,  or 
falls?  Whether  their  Rents  be  paid,  or  not  paid?  Whether  the 
Weight  of  the  Taxes  and  Poors  Rates  be  light,  or  heavy  ?  Whe- 
ther the  Streets  and  Roads  be  pefter'd  with  Beggars,  Thieves,  and 
Robbers ;  or  whether  we  travel  and  live  fafe  or  unmolefted  ?  Whe- 
ther Indullry  and  Virtue,  or  Idlenefs  and  Vice  prevail.  Is  it  Mat- 
ter of  Indifferency  to  the  Merchants  ar.d  Traders  of  all  Sorts,  whe- 
ther they  have  a  good,  or  a  bad  I'rade  ?  Whether  there  be  little  or 
much  M(fh.ey  circulating  ?  Is  k  Matter  o{  Indifferency  to  x\\zBiJhops 
and  Clergy,  whether  they  be  obliged  to  part  with  their  Preferments^ 
or  give  up  their  Religicn  ?  Whether  the  Protefiant  Religion  be  pre- 
ferv'd,  or  dertroy'd  over  all  Europe  ?  Whether  the  People  be  able 
to  pay  their  Tithes  and  Oferings  ?  Am  I  warm  ?  I  am.  The 
Caufe  deferves  it.  Our  all  \i,  at  Stake  ;  and,  iriolt,  can  never  be 
retrie^'d.  If  I  h?vc  exaggerated,  let  any  one  Ihew  it,  and  I  dare 
promive  t.i  thrcv/  away  niy  Pen,  and  engage  never  to  get  another  to 
tiifturb  the  Publ:ck  with. 

That  this  Pamphlet  may  not  be  unknown,  I  am  determin'd  to 
circulate  at  my  cv/n  Expence,  at  leaft  a  Thoufand  of  them  ;  and 
if  any  one,  after  reading  it,  fhall  be  difpofed  to  give  away  any  ia 
proper  Places,  he  fhail  have  a  Dozen  at  half  Price. 

Whether  the  Citizens  of  Lofidon  will  follow  my  Example  by  cir- 
culating fome  of  them  among  their  Correfpondents  in  the  Country^ 
or  Friends  in  Toivn;  oi  v/hethcr  any  others,  of  Ability  to  do  it, 
will  give  any  Thing  towards  faring  their  Country  and  therafelvei 
from  Ruin,  they  only  mult  determine.  I  have  done  the  utmoft  in 
my  Pov/er,  and  what  I  have  done  cannot  be  altogether  fruitlefs,  b»- 
caufe  it  will  give  me  Peace  of  Mind,  and  enable  me  to  bear  mjr 
Share  of  any  Calamities  which  I  could  not  hinder  with  the  mor« 
Patience. 


FINIS. 


ciy/i-u 


